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28 June 2019 
 
Ms. Sarah Merritt 
Director of Pennsylvania Creative Communities 
216 Finance Building 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
 


Dear Ms. Merritt,  
 


I am writing to see if The Pennsylvania Council on the Arts might be willing to receive a funding 


request from Neighborhood North: Museum of Play.  Neighborhood North: Museum of Play(NN) is a 


fully incorporated non-profit emerging museum and a sponsored project of the Beaver Falls 


Community Development Corporation (BFCDC), a 501c3 organization.  BFCDC will receive grants 


for the purposes of NN and help provide administrative oversight to ensure that grant funds are 


allocated appropriately and in accordance with grant agreements. 


  


Beaver Falls is a former mill town located 45 miles north of Pittsburgh along the Beaver River.  


Having experienced the economic downturn due to the Steel industry in the 1980s, low income and 


high poverty levels continue to be a struggle for the Beaver Falls community.  Beaver Falls has a 


socioeconomic and racially diverse population, as well as having a significant population of learners 


with exceptionalities.  There are many assets located within this community, such as a thriving 


social culture and a healthy municipal infrastructure, with the CDC, Business District Authority, and 


Local Government working cooperatively toward common goals.  There is a flourishing arts 


community, fed by local artisans and craftsman, most notably, the Stray Cat Studio- a local pottery 


studio, the Beaver Falls Arts Council, and the Center for Creative Arts Expression.  Several exciting 


projects are slated to occur within the next 1-3 years, including a City Streetscape and Road Diet 


project, a BFCDC Neighborhood Revitalization Program, the Penn State Innovation HUB, and the 


groundbreaking on the county’s first green building, The Portobello Building, a cultural and arts 


center.   With its unique focus on young families, Neighborhood North compliments these other 


creative initiatives. 


  


Connecting with the healthy arts culture of the city, NN has held pop-up events in collaboration 


with the BFCDC during the city’s Spring festival, Annual Car Cruise, and the Art in the Park event.  


Art in the Park is a yearly celebration of the arts that is held by the Center for Creative Arts 


Expression, whose mission is to help make art accessible to all in our community.  These pop-up 



https://www.beaverfallscdc.org/neighborhood-north

https://invent.psu.edu/program/pa-innovation-hubs/

https://www.myceliadevelopment.com/





events included music, arts, food, and creative play.  


 


Beaver Falls is one of several river towns in Beaver County that have been organizing in 


partnership with the group Riverwise, which is connected to the EcoDistrict work that New Sun 


Rising is doing in Pittsburgh.  NN is happy to be part of these conversations around sustainability, 


equity, accessibility, and inclusion as we also help to cultivate our own unique identity.  


 


Partnerships are vital to creating inclusive and sustainable projects.  The following organizations 


have either agreed to partner in our initiative or have been open to the idea of partnership: 


- Stray Cat Studio, as a community leader in ceramics and creating a business arts culture, will 


 provide expertise and eventually classes in our space. 


- Penn State will provide student-led projects and workshops, as well as research, beginning with 


 a pollinator garden. 


- Mycelia Development and Penn State Innovation HUB will provide collaboration and cross 


 promotion of projects. 


- The City of Beaver Falls will support our project with in-kind funds. 


- Carnegie Free Library of Beaver Falls will provide collaboration as we build a 


 library/museum campus promoting creativity and lifelong learning. 


- Lincoln Park Performing Arts Center has agreed to have a black box theater pop-up event with NN 


 for their opening musical, Matilda, in the fall for an initial partnership event. 


-Riverwise has agreed to help facilitate development of Tribune Building project. 


- Sustainable Mission Partners has agreed to lease us space in the building they are purchasing in 


 Beaver Falls for use for our Preview Space. 


- Beaver Falls CDC has agreed to house our project in the Tribune Building and is a partner in 


 planning, seeking funding, etc towards this end. 


 


In partnership with the Beaver Falls CDC, the goal of NN is to create a community museum/library 


campus that will link the Carnegie Free Library with the iconic News Tribune Building.  This new 


educational campus will serve as a place of community connection and as a catalyst for creative 


learning and economic development and innovation, right in the heart of the business district. 


 


Across the communities within our county and our region, children are not being exposed to similar 


opportunities and experiences. Data tells us that these disparities in opportunity greatly impact a 



https://ecodistricts.org/





child’s education and trajectory.   Due to a number of reasons, a high number of students enter 


school with low language, problem-solving, and socio-emotional skills, impacting their ability to 


learn in all areas for years to come.   


 


Neighborhood North: Museum of Play is a response to the need for equitable educational 


opportunities in our community. Bridging the school and home environments, museums are 


uniquely able to support families to positively impact the trajectory of their children’s lives.  At NN, 


it is our mission to accomplish this by inspiring children, connecting families, and building creative 


community where play and learning connect through exploration, hands-on exhibits, and 


innovative programming.   


 


Children’s museums are successful not only because of the content they offer, but also because of 


their added value programming, such as after-school programs, maker spaces, curriculum 


development services, and early childhood facilities. With these offerings, children’s museums are 


quickly becoming a standard feature in a community’s cultural, educational, and entertainment 


infrastructure, and are the fastest growing segment of the museum industry. As the #1 attraction 


for families, children’s museums contribute towards the economic revival of communities, 


cooperate with other creative place making projects in the city, and support zero to maker 


programming.  In addition, the quality, integrity, and sustainable practices in the design of our 


space, in our work, and in our relationships will bring benefit to the city and county contributing to 


the Quality of Place.  


 


This fall, Neighborhood North: Museum of Play will open its Preview Space in an old bank building 


in Beaver Falls.   However, developing our space in the Tribune Building will take considerable 


planning and funding.  Would The Pennsylvania Council on the Arts be willing to consider a funding 


proposal to help us create an education campus?  It would help us take a big step forward in 


bringing this catalytic project into a real revitalized community space.  Thank you for your 


consideration. 


 


Sincerely, 


Christine Kroger 


Executive Director, Neighborhood North: Museum of Play 
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June 17, 2019 


To: Pennsylvania Council on the Arts 
Re: Creative Communities Initiative Request 


Dear Pennsylvania Council on the Arts Representative: 


I am writing on behalf of the Board of Directors Beaver County Chamber of Commerce and our 560 
regional member organizations. We enthusiastically support and endorse the mission of the 
Neighborhood North: Museum of Play initiative and their application for funding assistance. This 
collaborative community effort to strengthen our neighborhoods by inspiring children, connecting 
families, and building a creative environment of learning and play is consistent with our Chamber’s 
mission and that of our members.  


The Chamber and our membership represent the diverse economy and population of our region and we 
greatly appreciate and value the work being done by Neighborhood North to build a stronger community 
and greater quality of life for all. We strongly believe that the business community, and our employees, 
have an obligation and responsibility to partner with all who are investing in the growth and development 
of our region.  


The Neighborhood North: Museum of Play is one of these vital investments that will pay incalculable 
dividends to families in Beaver County and beyond, as we know that strong communities are required to 
enable vibrant business development to occur. We also believe that our region needs to grow and 
diversify our population in order to have sustainable economic growth. To that end, our partnering with 
the Museum of Play will help us attract and retain more young families to our area.   


We urge you to please give strong consideration to funding the proposal from the Neighborhood North.  
We are confident that they have the broad support of our business community and local neighborhoods. 
Do not hesitate to contact us should you require additional information or insight.   


      Sincerely,  


 


Jack Manning 
President & Executive Director 
Beaver County Chamber of Commerce 
798 Turnpike Street - Beaver, PA 15009-2132 


 



http://www.bcchamber.com/
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June 21, 2019


Mr. Karl Blischke, Executive Director
PA Council on the Arts
216 Finance Building, Commonwealth & North Streets
Harrisburg, PAt712O


RE: Neighborhood North
Museum of Play
Creative Communities Pilot lnitiative


Dear Mr. Blischke,


I am writing to express my support of Neighborhood North's grant application with the PA Council on
the Arts. A successful award would provide the necessary funding to create a children's museum in the
under-served regions of Beaver, Butler and Lawrence Counties.


The Neighborhood North is responding to the overwhelming need for equitable educational
opportunities in our communities. Children's museums are at the heart of community renaissance,
often working in tandem with other educational and community partners to support children and
families. The Museum of Play's mission is to inspire children, connect families and build a creative
community where play and learning connect through exploration, hands-on exhibits, and innovative
programming.


A successful award would provide the necessary funds to accomplish this community goal and improve
the quality of life for our residents. I appreciate your consideration of this important initiative. lf you
need to discuss my support of the application and its impact upon my legislative district, please do not
hesitate to contact my office at724-266-7774. Thankyou.


ROBERT r, MArpE
STATT ftEPRE5'ilITATIVE


"SERVING BEAVER & ALLEGHENY COUNTIES'
@ enrnreo on REcycLED pApER







 


 


 
 
 
June 28, 2019 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
We at Stray Cat Studio are enthusiastic about the possibility of Neighborhood North’s 
application to help fund the Creative Communities Pilot. Beaver Falls at large has already been 
developing as a county leader in the arts in many ways, including the presence of Center for 
Creative Arts Expression, Stray Cat Studio, Pottery & Handmade Market, the Beaver Falls Arts 
Council, and the high level of musical theatre in the local public high school, to name a few.  
 
Neighborhood North would be able to add an emphasis for younger child development, but 
leaning on the cooperation of others in the community to enhance the creative and artistic 
portion. As it specializes in helping kids and parents learn and play together in a way that is 
developmentally appropriate, it will benefit the level of reading skills and intellectual 
development that is possible in a socio-economically disadvantaged population. Fulfilling this 
piece of needed community input would be an asset to the families in our region, irrespective 
of wealth, race, or other societal separators. This is an opportunity for all those who are 
interested to benefit.  
 
As a physical neighbor (3 blocks away from one another eventually) Stray Cat Studio (SCS) 
hopes to work with the Neighborhood North (NN) as it progresses in its mission to bring 
creative developmental experiences. SCS would be able to bring a high level component of the 
arts education. As specialists in the area of ceramics and nurturing an artistic business district, 
we would be able to offer clay classes for kids in the NN’s programs. This in turn is a benefit to 
the well-being of the business of SCS and through its work, the local economy.  As we 
encourage artists to both work in the arts and sell their wares, this would then create a more 
lively and viable business district area in which to plant the larger Neighborhood North in its 
eventual physical space. People will be more likely to come to an area that is economically 
healthy and has many things to do, experience, buy and enjoy.  
 
In closing, we could not be more excited by the momentum that is building around the NN 
project and its collaborators. We look forward to the ways it will improve the social equity of 
our region, the developmental opportunities for all our local children, the overall creative 
enhancement of the regional culture, and the ways to offer our services to more children.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Renée S. Suhr 
CEO/Artist 
Stray Cat Studio, Pottery & Handmade Market 
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Project Narrative 


 


 


The City of Easton is a small historic city of approximately 27,000 residents, and one of the three urban core cities of the 
Lehigh Valley Region. After a period of the prosperity related to industry, trade, and commerce in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries, Easton experienced flight and disinvestment in the latter half of the 20th century. However, in the last 20 years 
Easton has strategically invested in programs and projects to help bring revitalize its downtown and surrounding 
neighborhoods, and has developed a reputation as an arts and culture destination. Many of these programs and projects 
have involved a collaboration between the City of Easton and the Greater Easton Development Partnership; the list 
includes the Easton Ambassadors clean and safe team, the Easton Main Street Initiative and its historic façade grant 
program, the Easton Farmers’ Market, the Easton Public Market, alley lighting projects, the newly launched West Ward 
Community Initiative, Easton Community Gardens, the Easton Compost Program, special events like Easton Out Loud, 
Live at the Falls, and PA Bacon Fest, and financial support for anchor building and adaptive re-use projects. 


GEDP’s award winning Easton Main Street Initiative (EMSI) began installing murals through a one-off, sight selected 
initiative in early 2012. A second mural was installed in late 2014. EMSI then set their sites on a deteriorating mural that 
sat at the gateway of Easton and Phillipsburg, NJ. The expansive wall and high profile location called for a 
transformation. But knowing that GEDP would need to raise significant funds for this larger and high profile mural, the 
idea to work on smaller murals throughout the City seemed more manageable and a good way to engage the 
community and lay the ground work for a more robust program.  


Tom D’Angelo and Chaz Hampton of Brick & Mortar Design Studio and Gallery began working with GEDP and EMSI to 
identify walls within the Downtown that would work for smaller scale murals. The first wall chosen was directly behind 
the Easton Public Market and an Easton artist was selected to create the work. With its first mural “hatching” at this 
location (egg tag reference, see below) Easton Murals hit the ground running. 


After the success of these first murals, Easton Murals was contacted by a local developer working on a rehab project at 
118-120 Northampton Street, a Keystone Communities Anchor Building grant recipient. The developer was looking to 
commission an artist for a piece on the large, 45’ high by 35’ wide east-facing wall of the property. Easton Murals 
solicited a proposal from nationally acclaimed mural artist, Scott Albrecht, who was extremely interested in the work. 
His proposal was approved by the developer and he set to work immediately, completing the mural the week of 
Thanksgiving 2017. 


 


Scotty Albrecht mural at 118-120 Northampton Street 







 
 
With the intention to engage the local community, the third mural design was solicited through a call-to-artists.  A stand-
out submission from a 16 year-old high school student was selected for the 110’ long retaining wall adjacent to a 
gateway in Downtown. Her mural drew from both the local landscape, the Delaware and Lehigh rivers, and the local 
history of the Native American Lenape tribes. The mural was installed by the artist, her classmates, her family, and her 
teachers, along with guidance from the Easton Murals team.  


 


Madison Scott “Sipu” mural at Spring Garden Street and Larry Holmes Drive 


Two additional murals were recently installed, one at 338 Spring Garden Street by artist Emlio Florentine, and another at 
133 North Fourth Street by artist Pennsylvania artist Paul Roden. 


With every mural install, GEDP continues to be contacted by local property owners and community members with 
interest in hosting a mural on their buildings’ walls and supporting the growth of public art in Easton. Likewise, the 
interest from national artists has also been piqued. The project aims expand the mural program beyond the Downtown 
and to create of network of murals that includes art from both local and national artists, expanding the public art 
program in Easton to not only support the residents of Easton, but also to continue to build on Easton’s Reputation as an 
arts town. Another project goal is to engage youth via murals on basketball courts and hardcourt play surfaces (see 
Project Backboard). Meanwhile, as Easton’s reputation as an arts destination continues to grow, Easton Murals will grow 
in its support of our local economy and its creative and tourism sectors. 


The Project is consistent with the City of Easton’s Comprehensive Plan and the newly created West Ward Neighborhood 
Plan. Easton Murals is also supported by GEDP and EMSI’s economic development strategy which is informed with the 
National Main Street Center and Pennsylvania Downtown Center’s Four Point Approach to community revitalization; the 
Four Point Approach includes Design as a core tenet under which public art and, more specifically, the Easton Mural 
program fit. 


Project collaborators include Lafayette College, Karl Stirner Arts Trail, Arts Community of Easton, the Easton Area School 
District, and the Brick & Mortar Design Studio and Gallery. While each mural to date has been funded by small 
businesses and individual donors, GEDP recently received a $15,000 grant from the Pennsylvania Department of 
Community Development to support additional public art in Easton in 2019-2020 via the Lehigh & Northampton County 
Local Share Account.  


Potential Mural Locations with Supportive Property Owners 


• 428 Northampton Street 
• 60 North Third Street 
• 325 Northampton Street 
• 135-137 North Third Street 







 
 


• Sitgreaves & Spring Garden Streets 
• 683 Walnut Street 
• 113 North Fourth Street 
• 230 Northampton Street 
• 620 Walnut Street 
• 1129 Spring Garden Street 
• Vanderveer Park Basketball Court (court surface as mural) 
• Centennial Park Basketball Court (court surface as mural) 
• Easton Area Community Center 
• Wayfinding/Mini-murals (trash cans, utility boxes) 


Project Press 


https://www.pbs.org/video/easton-mural-61fu2j/ 


https://www.wlvt.org/blogs/northampton/taking-art-to-the-streets/ 


http://lehighvalleymarketplace.com/painting-the-town-red-and-blue-and-orange/  


https://www.mcall.com/entertainment/arts/mc-ent-second-easton-mural-project-gets-underway-20171115-story.html 


https://www.mcall.com/entertainment/mc-ent-teen-designs-easton-mural-20180504-story.html 


https://www.mcall.com/entertainment/arts/mc-ent-second-easton-mural-project-gets-underway-20171115-story.html 


 


 



https://www.pbs.org/video/easton-mural-61fu2j/









 


 
 
June 24, 2019 
  
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts 
216 Finance Building, Commonwealth & North Streets 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
  
RE: Easton Murals 
 Greater Easton Development Partnership 
 Pennsylvania Council on the Arts– Creative Communities Pilot Initiative 
  
To whom it may concern: 
  
I would like to express my support for the Greater Easton Development Partnership’s funding              
application through the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts– Creative Communities Pilot Initiative            
in the City of Easton, Northampton County. This multi-year revitalization initiative will help grow              
the budding public arts program of the Greater Easton Development Partnership and its Easton              
Murals project. 
 
As the destination marketing organization for Northampton and Lehigh Counties, we believe this 
multi-year funding initiative will serve a catalyst for livability, economic development, and cultural 
tourism. Discover Lehigh Valley emphatically supports public art projects and the positive impact 
they serve in our communities.  
  
I am pleased to offer my support for GEDP’s funding request. Should you have any questions                
regarding my support for this community-wide revitalization project, please do not hesitate to             
contact me. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
 
Respectfully,  
 
Alex Michaels 
 
Alex Michaels 
President & CEO 
 
 


 











 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


June 28, 2019 
 
 
 
 
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts  
216 Finance Building, Commonwealth & North Streets 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
 
RE: Easton Murals 
 Greater Easton Development Partnership 
 Pennsylvania Council on the Arts– Creative Communities Pilot Initiative 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I would like to express my support for the Greater Easton Development Partnership’s funding 
application through the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts– Creative Communities Pilot Initiative 
in the City of Easton, Northampton County. This multi-year revitalization initiative will help grow 
the budding public arts program of the Greater Easton Development Partnership and its Easton 
Murals project.  
 
I am pleased to offer my support for GEDP’s funding request. Should you have any questions 
regarding my support for this project, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you for your 
time and consideration.  
 


Sincerely, 
 


 
Alison R. Byerly 
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	 	 	 	 June	27,	2019	
500 Galleria Dr #284 Johnstown, PA 15904	
	


	


To	Whom	It	May	Concern:	


The	Johnstown	Symphony	Orchestra	(JSO)	would	like	to	be	considered	for	PCA’s	
Creative	Communities	Pilot	Initiative.			Along	with	our	community	partners	(below),	
we	will	lead	initiatives	to	bring	art,	inclusiveness,	diversity,	access	and	JOY	to	our	
region.		Music	provides	a	special	connectedness	that	inspires	myriad	artistic	and	
creative	endeavors	by	simply	sharing	it.		We	look	forward	to	learning	more	about	
our	community,	and	the	opportunity	to	grow	with	them,	as	Johnstown	draws	
strength	and	renewed	vitality	by	recognizing	previously	underrepresented	arts	and	
culture.			
	
We	invite	you	to	listen	to	our	town:	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DCTOrpzEeZY#action=share 
	
	
Brief	Community	Description 	


Johnstown,	Pennsylvania	is	more	than	a	city	of	20,000	–	it	is	an	interconnected	
group	of	dozens	of	communities	with	a	total	population	of	close	to	120,000,	each	
with	a	rich	cultural	heritage	and	history.	These	disparate	communities	have	ties	
going	back	generations,	and	these	deep	roots	also	extend	into	a	localized	identity.	As	
such,	there	are	numerous	municipalities	each	with	their	own	Fire	and	Police	
Departments	and	school	systems.		


There	are	also	local	groups	of	cultures,	many	of	whom	have	maintained	a	pride	in	
their	countries	and	cultures	of	origin.	Eastern	Orthodox	churches	continue	to	sing	in	
Slavonic;	the	Belo-Rusyn	community	is	thriving;	a	local	synagogue	features	a	small	
but	dynamic	congregation.	In	recent	years,	the	JSO	has	begun	to	establish	strong	
partnerships	with	groups	like	the	local	NAACP,	both	at	events	organized	by	both	
organizations,	and	on	local	television.	


	During	the	2019-20	Season,	the	Johnstown	Symphony	Orchestra	will	be	reaching	
out	to	these	communities	by	performing	music	from	each	major	immigrant	group,	
and	by	highlighting	the	prominent	local	industries	and	artists	that	make	Johnstown	
the	cultural	city	that	it	is.	







Description	of	any	existing	cultural	plans	and/or	experience	implementing	
arts-based	development	strategies		


Our	existing	plans	are	to	deepen	our	relationship	with	the	NAACP,	much	along	the	
lines	of	what	we	propose	to	do	more	broadly	in	our	grant	proposal:	bring	a	chamber	
group	to	the	community	in	question;	engage	deeply	with	local	leaders	and	
educational	groups;	and	provide	25	free	tickets	and	transportation	so	that	the	
community	is	able	to	attend	the	performance	that	features	their	culture.			


Description	of	successful	community	partnerships 


As	the	largest	arts	organization	in	the	region,	the	Johnstown	Symphony	has	
collaborated	with	many	local	arts	groups,	particularly	over	the	course	of	the	past	
three	seasons	under	the	leadership	of	Maestro	Blachly.	These	have	included	the	
Southern	Alleghenies	Museum	of	Art	(SAMA),	Johnstown	Area	Heritage	Association,	
the	local	NAACP,	Congregation	Beth	Sholom,	Johnstown	Concert	Ballet,	
Pennsylvania	Rural	Arts	Alliance,	Cambria	City	Cultural	Partnership	and	the	
Steeples	project,	and	has	commissioned	dozens	of	local	artists	and	photographers.	
With	SAMA,	the	symphony	created	a	year-long	residency	of	musicians	and	artists	
going	into	schools	to	have	create	art	in	response	to	music;	this	was	then	displayed	at	
our	concert	at	the	end	of	the	year.	With	the	Johnstown	Concert	Ballet,	we	performed	
two	concerts	back	to	back:	one	of	the	original	Martha	Graham	choreography	for	
Aaron	Copland’s	“Appalachian	Spring,”	and	the	other	excerpts	from	the	Nutcracker	
ballet.	Other	partnerships	featured	shared	concerts	and	residencies	with	Music	
Director	James	Blachly.	


Description	of	community	opportunity	or	challenge	the	organization	would	
like	to	address	through	this	initiative 	


While	we	have	seen	a	sweeping	increase	in	ticket	sales	over	the	past	three	seasons,	
there	are	many	areas	of	our	community	that	do	not	currently	have	a	relationship	
with	the	symphony.	For	some,	it	is	because	we	have	not	gone	deeply	enough	into	
their	communities,	hoping	that	they	would	be	able	to	come	to	us	in	the	concert	hall.	
For	others,	it	is	a	question	of	economic	access	and	transportation.	Even	with	free	
tickets,	there	are	some	parts	of	the	community	that	are	simply	not	able	to	drive	to	
the	concert	hall;	for	still	others,	it	is	a	reputation	that	was	built	up	over	close	to	a	
century	and	that	we	are	striving	to	shift:	that	the	symphony	is	only	for	the	elites	of	
the	community.	By	bringing	the	symphony	to	each	of	these	communities	in	turn,	we	
will	be	quite	literally	living	into	what	the	JSO	has	committed	to	doing:	bring	the	
symphony	to	the	city.		
	
The	proposal	we	present	is	a	three-fold	model.:	
	


1) Bring	a	small	performing	group	to	each	of	the	communities	featured	on	a	
given	subscription	concert.	For	example,	in	March,	we	would	again	partner	







with	the	NAACP	in	conjunction	with	our	performance	of	Jessie	Montgomery;	
in	October,	we	would	partner	with	the	local	Slovak	community.	


	
2) Invite	that	group	to	join	the	symphony	by	providing	25	free	tickets	to	the	


concert,	providing	transportation	as	needed.	
	
	


3) Follow	up	with	a	post-concert	visit	with	Maestro	Blachly	and	those	that	
attended	the	symphony,	forming	ongoing	partnerships	and	plans	for	
continuing	the	community’s	involvement	with	the	symphony.	We	would	also	
tell	the	story	of	some	of	these	concert-goers	through	our	online	presence	and	
in	local	newspapers,	amplifying	the	message	and	reporting	on	what	we	are	
learning.	
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June 28, 2019 


 


To Whom It May Concern: 


The Johnstown Symphony Orchestra (JSO), formed in 1929, strives to provide live performances of 


high-quality orchestra music featuring locally, regionally and internationally known artists to a diverse 


audience for the purpose of enhancing the region’s cultural environment, quality of life and economic 


development efforts. The Orchestra performs at the Pasquerilla Performing Arts Center at the University 


of Pittsburgh at Johnstown and currently is under the expert guidance of Music Director James Blachly 


who also serves as Music Director of the Experiential Orchestra (New York City) and the Geneva Light 


Opera (Geneva NY). Throughout its rich history, the JSO has contributed to the cultural enrichment and 


enjoyment of countless citizens, thereby reflecting the true nature of artistic integrity. 


In addition to the artistic impact the JSO has in the community, the JSO is also a major component of an 


economic development promotion that focuses on the ongoing growth and expansion of the Johnstown 


region’s business and industrial businesses. It is hailed as a mark of excellence of community life that 


the JSO continues to thrive and grow through the many trying circumstances of the 20th century, 


including both economic factors and natural disasters. The extremely strong support provided to the JSO 


by individuals and local businesses has enabled them to reach the performance levels of orchestras 


located in larger and more metropolitan communities. Current and prospective employers credit the 


community value of the JSO as one of the many factors that enhance their own recruitment efforts. 


As the Executive Director of the Johnstown Area Heritage Association (JAHA), I wholeheartedly 


support the JSO not only personally, but also as one of the finest examples of the benefits of the 


Johnstown community. Additionally, as an organization that has partnered with the JSO in past and 


recent years, I am looking forward to again having JAHA partner with the JSO. Their 2019/20 season of 


is entitled “Made in Johnstown”; a theme which dovetails perfectly with JAHA’s mission to preserve 


and present Johnstown’s nationally significant stories to the nation. We are most delighted, honored and 


privileged to partner with the JSO.  


Respectfully, 


 


Richard Burkert 


Executive Director and CEO 
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PA Creative Communities Letter of Interest 
 
Community Description 
 
Pittsburgh and the surrounding region have a deep and storied history, as the center of steel production for                  
the US in the 20th century, a key military and trading post during the French and Indian War, and the oldest                     
site of human habitation in North America1. Situated at the confluence of the Allegheny and Monongahela                
Rivers, Pittsburgh’s geography and abundant natural resources have historically made it an attractive location              
for settlement, industry, commerce, and development. 
  
Over time, Pittsburgh has been home to a wide range of people and cultures, reflective of a history of                   
colonization, migration, and immigration. Currently, the city is 66% white, 23% Black, 6% Asian, and around                
3% Latinx2. Like many other Rust Belt cities, the white population includes large numbers of Irish, Germans,                 
Italians, and Eastern Europeans, many of whom immigrated in the mid-20th century to work in the region’s                 
steel mills and coal mines. Most of these communities are now established in areas like Bloomfield,                
Deutschtown, Squirrel Hill, and Greenfield. Pittsburgh’s Black population has deep roots and dates back prior               
to the abolition of slavery. Pittsburgh was a stop on the Underground Railroad, with many who settled in the                   
region finding their way to the Lower Hill and the North Side. Today, Pittsburgh’s Black communities are                 
largely concentrated in the North Side, Hill District, Hazelwood, Hilltop, and East End neighborhoods including               
Larimer, Homewood, and East Liberty. 
  
Pittsburgh’s cultures have contributed to making it a vibrant hub for the arts. During the Harlem Renaissance,                 
the Hill District was a hot spot for jazz: local greats Billy Strayhorn, Errol Garner, and Ahmad Jamal got their                    
start playing in clubs like the Crawford Grill on Wylie Avenue, going on to collaborate with Duke Ellington,                  
Louis Armstrong, and Miles Davis. The Hill District was also the birthplace of playwright August Wilson and                 
provided the setting for many of his plays, including Fences, which was adapted into a Denzel Washington                 
film in 2016. Today, Pittsburgh’s arts scene includes institutions like the Carnegie Museums, The Andy Warhol                
Museum, and Kelly Strayhorn Theater as well as grassroots galleries, collectives, and arts-based             
organizations. Thousands of people are drawn to the Downtown and Squirrel Hill night markets; jazz               
performances and poetry readings at City of Asylum; and monthly gallery crawls in the Cultural District and                 
along Penn Avenue in Garfield. 
 
Experience with Arts-Based Programming 
 
Both The Global Switchboard and All for All recognize the importance of the arts in creating vibrant, inclusive                  
communities. All for All facilitates programming with local immigrant and refugee artisans, who participate in               
local markets and cultural events. Recently, All for All’s parent organization Change Agency piloted a pop-up                
coworking and creative space, ImpactPGH, which included an artist in residence program with musician and               
dancer Brittany Chantele of 1Hood Media.  
 
In 2016, the team at All for All and The Global Switchboard were partners in the [ ] We Move program, which                      
distributed mini-grants to local organizations for the purposes of hosting pop-up multicultural celebrations             
throughout the city. The different celebrations spotlighted various regions including Africa, Latin America,             
and Asia and included music, dance, and food as a way to share culture and bring people together. In                   
partnership with organizations like the Bhutanese Community Association of Pittsburgh and Latino Family             
Center, All for All and The Global Switchboard provided assistance coordinating the celebrations. All for All                
also conceptualized and brought to life Kids Without Borders at City of Asylum, an organization that provides                 
residency programs for international writers in exile. The all-ages event attracted hundreds of attendees and               
included youth activities such as storytelling through photography for teens, face painting, art-making, and              







                 
an interactive Hip Hop dance workshop, while also providing parents with critical resources like Know Your                
Rights workshops.  
 
In May, All for All was the lead local host of the Welcoming Interactive and Welcoming Economies Convening,                  
a national conference focused on sharing best practices for immigrant inclusion with more than 400               
attendees. As part of the conference, All for All and The Global Switchboard put together a series of                  
community tours that took conference-goers to key areas of the city and provided historical and               
contemporary context for Pittsburgh’s successes and challenges. Tour leaders were chosen from Pittsburgh’s             
various communities to showcase immigrant, Black American, youth, and artist voices on each tour and               
provide a more complete and nuanced picture of the city. Each tour concluded with a performance of original                  
music or poetry from the artists, many of whom represented intersections of the Black and immigrant                
communities. All for All and The Global Switchboard also worked to include artistic performances during each                
day of the conference, featuring Vic Muthama of 1Hood Media and performers from Balafon West African                
Dance Ensemble.  
 
Successful Community Partnerships 
 
All for All and The Global Switchboard primarily function as bridge-builders: connecting individuals,             
organizations, and communities to each other and to resources across the city. As such, our work is built on                   
partnerships. One of All for All’s most popular programs, our From Other to Us community dinners, bring                 
immigrant community members and US-born Pittsburghers together to prepare and share a meal. For our               
May dinner, we partnered with arts organization and event space 25 Carrick, Bhutanese Community              
Association of Pittsburgh, and Age-Friendly Greater Pittsburgh to host an intergenerational multicultural            
dinner featuring cuisine from Bhutan and Nepal. All for All also partners consistently with numerous               
organizations for our education, health, and workforce development programming, including Jewish Family            
and Community Services (JFCS), Literacy Pittsburgh, Whitetulip Health Foundation, and Alliance for Refugee             
Youth Support and Education (ARYSE).  
 
The Global Switchboard stewards a network to transform the Pittsburgh region into a more globally engaged                
and equitable community, through its physical co-working space, online hub, and various programs and              
events. Currently, they are organizing a set of events as part of their Burgh Meets World series, designed to                   
share community responses to the local dimensions of global issues. The most recent installment focused on                
the issue of fear of the “other,” particularly in the context of events like the shooting of Black teenager                   
Antwon Rose II by an East Pittsburgh police officer, the Tree of Life Synagogue shooting, and global                 
Islamophobic events such as the attacks on mosques in New Zealand and California. The event was made                 
possible by partnering with interfaith organizations such as Council for American Islamic Relations (CAIR), The               
Union Project, and Repair the World, as well as Ethan Lipsitz of the Love Extremist movement and individual                  
community members who shared their personal perspectives. 
 
Community Challenge 
 
Today, Pittsburgh is a city in transition. Built on the steel and coal industries, Pittsburgh’s economy has now                  
largely shifted to the “knowledge sector”—engineering and technology, medicine, higher education,           
business, and law—with UPMC and Highmark ranking as the region’s top employers3. The tech and robotics                
industries are experiencing a similar boom: Google, Uber, and Duolingo all have headquarters in the city, and                 
new startups are emerging constantly via Carnegie Mellon and the University of Pittsburgh. 
 
The rise of these high-skills, high-paying industries have contributed to demographic shifts. A study recently               
showed Pittsburgh has the most highly educated immigrant population in the US4, indicative of the               







                 
international students and skilled immigrants who are attracted to the region’s academic institutions,             
research positions, and tech and healthcare jobs. The influx of immigrants has somewhat mitigated the city’s                
overall loss of population over the past several years while also diversifying the city. New waves of                 
immigration and resettlement have largely come from Asia, the Middle East, West Africa, and Latin America,                
with Bhutanese former refugees comprising the largest new immigrant community in the region and notable               
populations of Syrian, Somali Bantu, Chinese, Indian, and Mexican immigrants arriving over the past 10               
years5. 
 
At the same time, Pittsburgh’s existing US-born populations are feeling the effects of economic change.               
Despite its calling card as “the most livable city,” Pittsburgh recently ranked as the 11th most segregated city                  
in the US6. This is not entirely surprising: like many other cities, Pittsburgh’s neighborhoods are still heavily                 
shaped by the practice of redlining, a discriminatory practice in which certain areas were designated more or                 
less desirable for economic investment based on their racial and ethnic composition7. Pittsburgh’s steep              
geography and inconsistent public transit only compound existing divides, making integration and access             
across neighborhoods difficult. However, Pittsburgh stands to become even more segregated. A report from              
the National Community Reinvestment Coalition showed it to be the eighth most gentrified city in the                
nation8. Estimates show that Black Pittsburghers experience poverty at a rate more than double their white                
neighbors, with the Black/African-American poverty rate hovering around 34% compared to about 16% for              
non-Hispanic whites. Despite being the second largest racial demographic in the city, Black Pittsburghers              
have the lowest median income, making roughly half of what white Pittsburghers make at $26,000/year               
versus $51,000/year9. Clearly, the benefits of Pittsburgh’s economic development are not being felt equally              
by all its residents; moreover, aspects of this development are contributing to increasing racial inequities, as                
neighborhoods become gentrified, average cost of living increases, and Black Pittsburghers are displaced to              
the outskirts of the city. 
 
Change is inevitable. The question becomes, as Pittsburgh transitions into a 21st-century city, how do we                
change gracefully? How do we welcome newcomers to our city, especially when they look or pray differently                 
than we do? How do we ensure the benefits of society are felt equitably by all of our communities? How do                     
we honor and remember our histories, especially when this means facing uncomfortable truths around race?               
In designing our project, we hope to address these unanswered questions and the persistent fear of the                 
other that keeps our city divided against itself. We intend to consider Pittsburgh’s racial past, present, and                 
future through a series of art installations--highlighting the histories and experiences of communities that are               
often silenced or overlooked, providing counter-narratives against hateful rhetoric, and imagining a future             
that allows these communities to thrive. The spirit of this project is influenced in part by local Black                  
Pittsburgh artist Alisha B. Wormsley and her project, “There Are Black People in the Future.” We hope to                  
work with artists and community members to show that there are Black people in the future, there are                  
immigrants in the future--and to bring to light the existence and resistance of these populations within our                 
city’s narrative. 
 
 
 
1  “Who Lived Here First? A Look at Pittsburgh’s Native American History” (WESA)  
2  “Population Estimates, July 1, 2018” (US Census Bureau)  
3  “Largest Pittsburgh-Area Employers” (Pittsburgh Business Times) 
4  “Pittsburgh has the nation’s most highly educated immigrants” (Pittsburgh Business Times) 
5  “Overview of immigrant populations in Pittsburgh” (Allegheny County Department of Human Services) 
6  “Black-white segregation edges downward since 2000, census shows” (Brookings) 
7  “Mapping Inequality: Redlining in New Deal America” (University of Richmond) 
8  “Pittsburgh is one of the most gentrified cities in the US” (Pittsburgh City Paper) 
9  “Let’s talk about RACE” (PublicSource) 











  
 


   


 
 
June 27, 2019 
 
Dear PA Creative Communities Review Committee, 
 
I am writing to express my full support of All for All and their application to the PA Creative 
Communities grant through the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts. As a network member of 
Welcoming America, All for All has been a partner on a number of projects over the past two 
years, including recently serving as the local co-host for the national Welcoming Interactive + 
Welcoming Economies Convening in May that brought together 400 nonprofit, local government, 
and business leaders from across the region and country. 
 
Alongside their partner and fiscal sponsor, The Global Switchboard, All for All helped curate a 
series of community tours as part of the Convening that featured the voices of local artists, 
immigrants, youth, and members of the black Pittsburgh community. Representatives of each of 
these groups offered their perspectives on the city and gave insight into the history of the South 
Hills, a current hub for Bhutanese refugees; the historically black Hill District; and Squirrel Hill, a 
diverse Jewish and immigrant neighborhood that was also the site of the October Tree of Life 
shooting. All for All also worked to include artistic performances at the conference from 1Hood 
Media artist Vic Muthama and the Balafon West African Dance Ensemble.  
 
Among our global Welcoming Network members, All for All is a top performer whose programs 
and insight have enriched the peer learning experience of many members in the network. 
Throughout their work, All for All has shown a dedication to equity, intersectionality, and 
collaboration. We have full confidence in their ability to produce a Creative Communities project 
that values community voice and reflects thoughtfully on the challenges and assets of the 
Pittsburgh region, and we hope they will receive the support of the Pennsylvania Council on the 
Arts.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Christina Pope, Network Director 
Welcoming America 
 
 







 


 


  


 


 
 
 
 
 
June 27, 2019 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
It’s my pleasure to write this letter on behalf of City Theatre in support of All for All’s 
application for funding through the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts Creative Communities 
initiative. The proposed project will serve as a catalyst for community investigation of 
Pittsburgh’s fraught relationship with gentrification and police violence surrounding the area’s 
Black communities. All for All’s deep community ties and unique structure makes the 
organization an ideal conduit for this important, necessary work. 
 
Over the past two years, City Theatre has collaborated with All for All in multiple capacities 
through the theater’s City Connects program. These partnerships have ranged from post-
performance discussions, supporting the organization’s annual summit, hosting vendors from the 
All for All’s Immigrant Artisans network, to providing space for two Remake Learning Days 
events. These collaborations have enriched both organizations and the stellar team at All for 
All is dedicated, organized, and excels at bringing disparate communities together. City would 
be excited to further support the proposed project and have no doubt the resulting creation 
would be immensely impactful. 
 
All for All is a exemplary, nimble organization, and their continued, in-depth support of 
underrepresented voices in Pittsburgh is vital to city’s growth and transformation into a 
welcoming, inclusive urban center. City is committed to our continued support of All for All’s 
work and strongly endorse their application. Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can 
provide additional information. 
 
Sincerely,  


 
Clare Drobot 
Director of New Play Development 
City Theatre Company 
412-431-4400 ext 244 
cdrobot@citytheatrecompany.org 
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Letter of Interest 
Creative Communities Pilot Initiative 


Catawissa Borough 


 
Brief Community Description  
 


Celebrating its 250th Anniversary in 2024, Catawissa is a historic community with a palpable sense of tradition 
and pride.  Founded on the site of a Native American village, “Catawissa” is the word for “pure water” in several 
Native American dialects and is an apt description for a town situated at the confluence of Catawissa Creek and 
the North Branch of the Susquehanna River, nestled under the shadow of majestic Catawissa Mountain.  
Located in Southwestern Columbia County, the Borough of Catawissa is a quintessential small, rural 
Pennsylvania town, home to 1,471 residents.  By no means a “greying” community, Catawissa has a median age 
of 39.3, with 36% of residents under the age of 30.  Median income in the borough is $41,917; a 2018 study by 
HUD found that 48.6% of residents are classified as low or low middle-income.   
 


Originally the commercial center for surrounding farmlands, in the 19th Century the Pennsylvania Railroad 
became a major employer in the community, followed in the 20th Century by small-scale industry.  By the end of 
the century these enterprises had closed, and currently the vast majority of residents work in nearby 
communities, primarily Bloomsburg, county seat of Columbia County, and the Montour County seat, Danville.  
Catawissa is a less than 15 minute drive from both Bloomsburg and Danville and the numerous employment and 
shopping opportunities that these larger communities offer. 
 


Catawissa has a long history of support for – and participation in – the arts.  The Catawissa Opera House, a 
historic structure at the confluence of the two major thoroughfares in the community, from 1869 until the early 
20th Century hosted travelling vaudeville shows.   The Catawissa Military Band, formed in 1878, is the third 
oldest community band in the state and is extremely active year round with concert activities.  The former band 
director at Catawissa and Southern Columbia High Schools, Ralph Wolfgang, was renowned statewide for the 
excellence of his bands.   The influence of his 40-year career is still felt in the community, with one of the three 
parks in Catawissa named in his memory.  And Catawissa Borough currently sponsors an outdoor, summer 
concert series in the community’s Town Park.  
 
Description of Existing Cultural Plans and/or Experience Implementing Arts-Based Development Strategies 
Catawissa is at a very exciting moment in its history, with residents and the municipal government working 
together in partnership to build a vibrant future for the community.  The key initiative in this partnership is the 
development of a roadmap for Catawissa’s future.  After having gone without a long-range plan for many years, 
the Borough of Catawissa is currently working with Penn Strategies, a statewide consulting and municipal 
planning firm, to develop and implement a comprehensive, strategic Community & Economic Development Plan 
for Catawissa Borough.  A key Stakeholder’s Advisory Committee has been meeting regularly to develop this 
plan; once completed, a Steering Committee will be formed to work in conjunction with the Borough’s Economic 
Development/Parks & Recreation Committee on implementation.  The arts are an integral part of this plan, 
using the performing and visual arts as both an economic engine and the primary tool for improved livability and 
community connectedness in Catawissa.    
 


A key member of the leadership team for developing and implementing this initiative is Catawissa Borough 
Manager Larry Kopp, who brings to the plan extensive experience in community building through the arts.  Larry 
comes to Catawissa after 15 years as an executive director of community and performing arts organizations.  His 
recent work as Executive Director of The Arts Center in Jamestown, ND, is particularly noteworthy.  Larry 
collaborated with the Jamestown Chamber of Commerce, Downtown Association and a consortium of 
community and business leaders in creating a community development plan for the city of Jamestown, centered 







on The Arts Center’s activities and facilities.  This work was recognized by the Minneapolis-based Bush 
Foundation and resulted in The Arts Center being one of only 40 organizations throughout the Northern 
Midwest participating in the foundation’s Community Creative Initiative, a program that supports organizations 
using the arts as a medium for creative problem solving and community building.  He also oversaw the 
completion and opening of the Hansen Arts Park, a pocket park in downtown Jamestown.  The Park – and the 
Arts Center – won the North Dakota Governor’s Award for Excellence in the Arts in 2017.  In collaboration with 
Jamestown Tourism, the Jamestown Downtown Association and the Chamber of Commerce, Larry developed 
and implemented a weekly event series, the Downtown Arts Market, held at the Arts Park.  The series had 5,000 
visitors throughout the season in a rural community of 15,000 on the North Dakota prairie and was a major 
economic driver in the community, greatly increasing motel occupancy and sales at downtown businesses. 
 
Description of Successful Community Partnerships 
As a small, rural community, Catawissa does not have any arts or human services nonprofit organizations 
located within the borough.  In the past, the Borough Council, one of the five churches in Catawissa, or an ad-
hoc group of community leaders would address community needs as they arose.  This has been a successful 
formula; for example, the Catawissa Halloween Parade is run by a small group of volunteers and has, for the 
past 112 years, been a popular tradition throughout the entire Susquehanna Valley region.  The current 
Stakeholders Advisory Committee, comprised of Borough Council members and staff as well as religious, 
community and business leaders, is a model partnership that we plan on maintaining into the future, either in its 
current form or as an autonomous, incorporated 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.            
 
Description of Community Opportunities and Challenge to be Addressed 
Catawissa is poised to take advantage of a number of exceptional opportunities to build a strong and vibrant 
future for the community.  The ongoing development and implementation of a strategic Community & Economic 
Development Plan is the perfect vehicle to shape the future of Catawissa.  The assembly of the Stakeholders 
Committee brings together for the first time a cross section of the community’s leaders who are dedicated to 
working to build a strong future for our Borough.  Catawissa’s geographical location along the major route to 
Knoebels Amusement Resort, the largest free amusement park in the country and consistently rated among the 
top ten parks in the country, brings thousands of visitors through Catawissa every weekend from April through 
October.  A 2010 PennDOT traffic study found 22,000 vehicles passed though Catawissa weekly during the 
season, a number which has increased over the ensuing years, and is an incredible economic development 
opportunity for Catawissa.  Finally, Catawissa’s history, small town ambience, historic structures and scenic 
location along the Susquehanna River combine for a uniquely “livable” community and an exceptional 
opportunity for community growth and vibrancy.                               
 


The major problem that Catawissa faces is the same as that of many other communities in rural Eastern 
Pennsylvania: an increasing number of residential properties are owned by absentee, out of town homeowners, 
which are used as rental properties.  This supports a transient population that exacerbates a challenge that is 
endemic nationwide in the 21st Century- a lack of a sense of community in towns and cities.  Catawissa, through 
the implementation of a long-range plan, looks to use the arts to build community connectedness; as a catalyst 
for improved livability, and as an economic engine to fuel growth.                
 


We plan on using arts programs and activities in the following three major areas to take advantage of inherent 
opportunities and overcome our community challenge: 
 


Community Center as Nexus for the Arts.  To build community connectedness among residents through shared 
experience of the arts and increase livability, we plan to develop and implement programming in our Catawissa 
Community Center (CCC).  The CCC, located inside the historic former Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church, was 
built in 1850-51.  It is the second oldest church in Catawissa after the Quaker Meeting House, which dates to 







1789, and is among the oldest structures in the community.  The building is owned by the Borough, which has 
already spent over $148,000 on renovations; with the completion of acoustical and HVAC updates, it will be 
ready for year-round use.  The lower level of the CCC houses Catawissa’s Senior Center.  The upstairs, formerly 
the nave and sanctuary of the church, houses the Community Center and has been carefully restored to 
maintain as many of the original architectural details as possible, including original ornamental tin ceiling, 
hardwood flooring and wood paneling.   
 


We envision the CCC as the nexus of arts activities for Catawissa.  A year-round concert series, sponsored by the 
borough, will include music of all genres, filling a local and regional need for a smaller, dedicated chamber music 
venue that brings all forms of music to the community.  We would also use the venue to feature local musicians 
though “open mic nights” and informal jam sessions.  This space also would host classes and workshops of all 
kinds, especially those arts related and targeted for the youth of the community.  Partnerships with other area 
arts and for-profit organizations will be crucial in programming; we have begun to build relationships with 
potential partners.  A key tenet of the CCC is that all programming will be available at low or no cost to borough 
residents. 
 


Public Art.  To further build community connectedness and livability, we plan to expand current public art 
initiatives in the borough.  Our current summer, outdoor weekly concert series will be expanded, in the number 
of performances and the quality of the artists.  We will also look to include visual artists and artisans with each 
performance, transforming them into small street fairs or mini-arts festival.  The plan also includes development 
of Eyer Park, a small park near the Susquehanna River, to include adjacent open lots owned by the borough.  
Development would include public art works and expansion of the park down to the riverfront to tie-in with 
river-based recreational activities, including eventually the Susquehanna Greenways trail system.  This land is all 
on the flood plain and has limited potential for development; an “Arts Park” would transform vacant lots into a 
visually stunning space that can be a source of community pride. 
 


Arts as Economic Driver.  The arts are the perfect vehicle for economic growth as we see our area developing 
into a major vacation and recreational destination due to the expansion and popularity of Knoebels Amusement 
Resort.  In conjunction with efforts to revitalize Main Street, including streetscape projects and façade 
improvements, our plan includes the development of a program to encourage artists and artisans to open 
storefront shops on Main Street.  We also will work with current building owners to allow “pop-up” 
galleries/stores in current empty storefronts; we also plan to partner with a local artists and arts organizations in 
the establishment of a permanent gallery on Main Street.  These efforts – tied in with a riverfront Arts Park – 
would encourage the high volume of weekend traffic to stop in Catawissa and spur economic growth. 
 
Conclusion   
As a community, Catawissa understands the importance of the arts in building a vibrant community through 
shared experience, as a catalyst for livability and as a source of economic development.  The arts are at the very 
core of our developing strategic Community & Economic Development Plan, a plan that has substantial support 
from government and community leaders, locally and regionally.  We are committed to beginning 
implementation in 2020, and have begun the work of identifying and soliciting additional funding for our plan 
from federal, state and private sources to go along with appropriations in the Catawissa Borough budget.  We 
are excited that PCA recognizes the importance of the arts in building vibrant communities and hope that you 
would consider allowing us to submit an application for the Creative Communities Pilot Initiative.                      
 











dedicated to bringing the arts to all communities throughout our region


25 June 2019


Sarah Merritt
Director of  Pennsylvania Creative Communities
216 Finance Building
Harrisburg PA  17120 


Dear Ms. Merritt –


The Exchange enthusiastically endorses the application from Catawissa Borough for a 
Creative Communities Pilot Initiative grant.


As an organization dedicated to bringing the arts to all communities throughout our region, 
The Exchange looks forward to working with our neighbors in Catawissa and their borough 
manager, Larry Kopp, on both fine arts and performing arts initiatives – exactly the sort of  
partnership that has made The Exchange successful throughout the decade since we first began our 
operations, and exactly the sort of  partnership that provides the best “bang for the buck” in using 
art as a tool for community and economic development and revitalization.


In 2020, The Exchange will celebrate our 10th anniversary with a year-long concert series, 
holding events throughout Columbia and Montour Counties, and Catawissa Borough has the 
perfect indoor venue for one of  these; we look forward to working with Larry on the borough’s 
annual outdoor concert series as well.  Over the last five years, the exhibitions that we hold in the 
Exchange Gallery have attracted work from more than 500 people of  all ages and levels of  
experience, including more than two dozen from Catawissa (among them 17 high school students), 
so we have a great community of  artists to engage in public artwork projects in the borough.


We like to share this quote from Joe Thompson, the founding director of  the Massachusetts 
Museum of  Contemporary Art: “The one thing I’ve learned about cultural development and 
economic development, the one thing they share, is that they’re both in the business of  making 
reality rather than accepting reality.”


We look forward to working with Catawissa Borough to make their new reality.


Oren B. Helbok, executive director
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June 27, 2019 
 
 
Sarah Merritt 
Director of Pennsylvania Creative Communities 
216 Finance Building 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
 
 
Dear Ms. Merritt: 
  
As President of The Columbia Montour Chamber of Commerce, I offer support for Catawissa Borough’s 
application for the Creative Communities Pilot Initiative. The Borough has developed a multi-component 
arts program plan that would engage artists and other members of the community. This plan seeks to 
enhance the quality of life for Borough residents, as well as strengthen opportunities to attract new 
businesses and other activity to Catawissa.  
 
The plan includes new and expanded arts programming, enhancing existing venues and community 
assets, and encouraging professional artists. Activities would bring people together in the Borough 
throughout the year in ways that are not currently happening. This would help to strengthen the sense of 
community, as well as attract visitors.  
 
Catawissa experiences significant seasonal vehicle traffic from Knoebel’s Amusement Resort. This plan 
would provide opportunities to capture some of these travelers. As the Chamber of Commerce, we’ve 
have numerous examples of people who came to our area for various reasons, were attracted to a specific 
community, and decided to relocate and/or operate a business there. The Borough is looking at a number 
of opportunities to attract new business investment, including this plan. 
 
As you will see, this plan is considerably more comprehensive than funding arts programming. It is part 
of a larger community enhancement vision. We hope you will agree that Catawissa’s plan is worthy of 
funding. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this application. 
  
Respectfully,  


  
Fred Gaffney 
President 
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Pittsburgh Glass Center


5472 Penn Avenue


Pittsburgh 15206


City of Pittsburgh Allegheny


412-365-2145


www.pittsburghglasscenter.org


25-1814656


Rachel Niederberger


Development Manager


412-365-2145 x212


rachel@pittsburghglasscenter.org


501(c)3


✔















 


4824  Penn Avenue Pittsburgh, PA 15224 
assemblepgh.org - 412.661.6111 


 


6/28/2019 
 
Sarah Merritt 
Director of Pennsylvania Creative Communities 
216 Finance Building 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
  
Re: The Penn Visual Arts Alliance 
  
Dear Sarah: 
  
I would like to express my full support for the Penn Visual Arts Alliance (PVAA) project 
proposed by Pittsburgh Glass Center (PGC) and Silver Eye Center for Photography. When David 
Oresick of Silver Eye invited Assemble to be one of the first six organizations to form the PVAA, 
we were thrilled to be included. I believe the Alliance has the potential to be transformational 
for Penn Avenue and for our community. 
  
Assemble is a space to generate and share ideas.  Assemble, start-up nonprofit founded in 
2011, is a community space for arts and technology that unites artists, technologists, and 
makers with youth and adults in Garfield.  Assemble provides a platform for experiential 
learning, opening creative processes and building confidence through making.  Assemble 
provides access to local experts as well as hands-on learning experiences about science, 
technology, engineering, art, and math (STEAM) accessible to the youth of our neighborhood 
with a limited budget and resources. To that end, we welcome people who know things and 
people who want to know things into our community. Whether it’s a workshop for kids on how 
solar panels work, or an exhibition using modern technology to recreate the experience of a 
local farm in our space, Assemble is dedicated to sharing more ideas with more people. The 
PVAA will help us do that. Sharing resources and collaborating on marketing and programming 
strategies will enable us to be more accessible to more people by raising the visibility and 
awareness of all of us on the Penn Avenue corridor. 
  
It is important to note that although there has been a lot of positive development along Penn 
Avenue recently, much of it is not benefiting those who have lived in this neighborhood for 
years and years. That makes it even more critical that the members of our community know 
about the programming offered through the PVAA organizations – a lot of which is free. 
Connecting Garfield community members to each other and to opportunities is our first 
priority. 
  
 







 


4824  Penn Avenue Pittsburgh, PA 15224 
assemblepgh.org - 412.661.6111 


 


Any financial support that PCA can provide to this project would be deeply appreciated. Thank 
you for your consideration, and please feel free to reach out to me for further discussion at 
nina@assemblepgh.org or 412 661 6111. 
 
 
Sincerely, 


 


Nina Marie Barbuto 
Executive Director and Founder of Assemble 
 
 
 



mailto:nina@assemblepgh.org
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KELLY STRAYHORN THEATER 
 


FUTUREMAKERS PROPOSAL 
 
Kelly Strayhorn Theater’s (KST) requests support for four editions of FutureMakers, our successfully 
piloted accelerator program designed to support emerging creatives and entrepreneurs working at the 
intersections of art, economic development and social practice. With $25,000 a year for four years, 
funding would support of four annual cycles of this innovative incubator program. 
 
FutureMakers advances the skills and business plans of visionaries within our community, and invests in 
the role of artists in shaping the cultural and economic future of our rapidly transforming neighborhood. In 
partnership with local developers, funders and business leaders, FutureMakers advances new projects by 
socially-engaged creatives from across disciplines, with an eye toward real-world economic and cultural 
impact within Pittsburgh's East End.  
 
The program targets the potential of community-based creatives with a strong emphasis on people of 
color, and on projects and practices that are unlikely to find support in mainstream programs. By 
advancing the work of these individuals and fostering new leadership, we seek to impact a broad 
spectrum of the public and patrons in the East End. 
 
FutureMakers seeds new ideas, small and grand, and brings new services and dialogue to our rapidly 
changing neighborhood. The program also advances the leadership role that artists can play in preserving 
and increasing the diversity of cultural and economic activity along the Penn Avenue corridor—our home, 
and one of the most uniquely diverse "main streets" in the region. 
 
 
OUR COMMUNITY 
The Kelly Strayhorn Theater (KST) is the last remaining historic theater in the heart of Pittsburgh’s East 
East Liberty, Pittsburgh’s most diverse neighborhood, and a historically significant cultural and business 
center. In 2008, when we forged our new programming model, East Liberty had an estimated population 
of 6,300, down from its 1950 peak of nearly 15,000. Once the third largest business district in 
Pennsylvania, its economy eroded following failed “renewal” efforts that disrupted the community in the 
1960s. Now, radical new investment is rapidly reshaping the neighborhood economic and physical 
landscape. 
 
East Liberty is predominantly African American, estimated as 76% (Claritas SiteReports), with growing 
numbers of Asian, Hispanic, American Indian and other non-white residents. Long home to a diverse 
array of churches, social service organizations, businesses and cultural institutions, East Liberty has been 
the site of significant new investment and redevelopment projects. We find our community frequently cited 
in national news for the rapidly rising rental rates, the demolition of affordable housing, and the arrival 
tech industry giants like Google, Duolingo and more. 
 
KST is a cultural anchor in East Liberty with two venues on Penn Avenue, the historic Kelly Strayhorn 
Theater for “mainstage” presentations, and the Alloy Studios for arts education, incubation and 
experimentation. KST serves more than 24,000 patrons annually, with more than 200 events/programs 
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Kelly Strayhorn Theater 
Futuremakers 


that offer community-minded arts, culture and educational experiences designed to bring together 
residents, old and new, in shared and inspiring experiences. 
 
FOUNDED in CULTURAL PLANNING 
Kelly Strayhorn’s commitment to its mission, and its expansive vision for the role of arts in community, is 
driven by stated community needs gathered as part of KST’s two-year strategic visioning process. Called 
“Imagining a New Future,” we conducted a series of facilitated dialogues with community 
members—including artists, business owners, teachers, developers and government officials—to identify 
community perspectives and priorities. 
 
This study, and the priorities that it identified, now guide our organization and have been adopted into a 
board-approved strategic planning tool, mapping KST’s future course. Consistent concerns were 
expressed about the role of artists within the transforming economic life of East Liberty, and the diversity 
and scale of entrepreneurship. 
 
The process of “Imagining a New Future” has influenced KST to continue to convene and curate 
conversations with a variety of stakeholders in our community, bridging what might be considered 
opposing forces to foster new investment in the cultural life of our community.  
 
 
RECENT SUCCESS in COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
KST and its Executive Director janera solomon actively participate in dialogue and planning with city 
officials, redevelopment agencies, commercial developers and community organizers. As such, we are 
deeply woven into the fabric of East Liberty, and a go-to source for guidance on equity, inclusion and the 
arts.  
 
A recent example of KST’s leadership and solomon’s creative and responsive form of collaboration arose 
in response to the removal of a long-standing East Liberty mural. Alphabet City Development, which was 
remodeling the building on which the mural had been painted, joined with KST to engage a conversation 
with the community, to explore its preservation with the original artist, and to bring the Office of Public Art 
into a dialogue about public art in our community.  
 
When all efforts determined the mural could not be preserved physically, our creative response was to 
work with Alphabet City to document and digitally preserve the beloved work, and to offer free 
poster-sized prints at community events. But it did not end there: We seized this critical moment to secure 
significant investment from Alphabet City in the form of a lead cash gift to establish an East Liberty Public 
Art Fund.  
 
In collaboration with the Office of Pubic Art, Alphabet City and the building’s new tenant, Duolingo, we 
commissioned, installed and unveiled not one, but two semi-permanent works of Public Art. Together, we 
conducted a call for proposals, selected two Pittsburgh-based artists, and oversaw the construction and 
installation of the inspiring new artworks at 5900 Penn Avenue. 
 
As this example demonstrates, KST works across sectors to do more than mitigate the impact of 
gentrification in our community: We leverage our position, and the power of the arts, to assert forward 
thinking responses, and to enlist real support and investments in projects that move the needle in the 
direction of greater equity.  
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Kelly Strayhorn Theater 
Futuremakers 


 
 
FUTUREMAKERS: OUR RESPONSE to CHALLENGES and OPPORTUNITIES 
East Liberty was once the third largest business district in Pennsylvania, until its economy eroded 
following failed “renewal” efforts that disrupted the community in the 1960s. After decades of this erosion 
and the lingering injuries from racist policies, East Liberty is undergoing rapid redevelopment. Recent 
years have brought major investment in redevelopment, generating economic growth for some, and an 
influx of new residents. The arrival of box stores, luxury residential units and tech offices has been paired 
with the disappearance of multiple cultural venues and small businesses, many of them Black owned, and 
the displacement of long-term residents. We believe in the ecosystem of culturally vibrant communities, 
this disappearance requires our attention. 


In response to this reality we created our FutureMakers program—piloted as “Penn Avenue 
Creative”—taking inspiration from “tech incubators,” and the technology sector’s capacity to invest in, and 
foster, new talent and ideas. FutureMakes is an “accelerator” for emerging creative leaders to gain new 
and expanded networks, access to mentorship, sessions with field experts, and time and support to 
refined and test new ideas. 
 
For each edition, KST conducts an open call to identify six to eight Fellows, and gathers them in a 
collaborative six-week intensive that builds peer knowledge-sharing, offer opportunities to learn from local 
arts and business leaders, and to gain skills and input that can help them refine their projects. Each 
Fellow is provided with a stipend for participation, and upon completion of the accelerator, can access 
additional funds, a venue, and production and staff support to realize their test concepts in the phase two 
“Labs” period. Finally, the program culminates in a symposium that serves as a platform for Fellows to 
pitch their projects, and share knowledge with investors, business leaders, funders and developers. 
 
We engage with local leadership at Google, Duolingo and Amazon to provide input and offer staff 
expertise to Fellows. FutureMakers is unique in that it gathers what might be defined as “opposing forces” 
and builds a mechanism to unite them using the tools that the arts and creativity provide. This coalition 
holds the potential to collaboratively invest in the vision of local artists and creatives, to better the 
community for all. Other partnerships come from local funders and foundations, who have gone beyond 
funding the program, to participating in pitch sessions and symposium conversations—as well providing 
further development support of some of the FutureMakers projects. 
 
To share one concrete example: First-round Fellow Mario Quinn Lyles successfully took his concept for a 
multidisciplinary studio from dream to reality. While in the program, Lyles forged his business plan, refined 
his program and pitched his concept, resulting in additional foundation support, a lease, and the launch of 
Level Up Studios on Penn Avenue. 
 
FutureMakers seeds new ideas, small and grand, and bring new services and dialogue to our rapidly 
changing neighborhood. FutureMakers creates a scaffolding for professional and creative growth, and 
employs artists in dialogue with local leadership to explore community concerns, while advancing new 
creative and entrepreneurial leadership that can positively impact East End communities. It is a holistic 
part of KST’s goal is to make diverse artistic and cultural experiences a hallmark of life in East Liberty. 
FutureMakers also advances the role that artists can play in preserving a diversity of cultural and 
economic activity along the Penn Avenue corridor—our home, and one of the most uniquely diverse 
"main streets" in the region.  
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Futuremakers 
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Level Up Studios 
4836 Penn Ave 
Pittsburgh PA 15224 
 
 
June 26, 2019 
 
To the Review Panel: 


I am a FUTUREMAKERS Fellow, and hope you will support Kelly Strayhorn Theater’s proposal to continue the 


program, and to give creative entrepreneurs like me a unique opportunity to develop their vision and launch new 


projects. 


 


In 2016, I opened Level Up Studios on Penn Avenue. I had been longing to create a space inspired by hip hop 


culture, one that celebrates its positive roots and serves as a creative playground for underserved youth, as well as 


local artists, musicians and cultural enthusiasts. My participation in FUTUREMAKERS gave me time and tools to 


refine my business plan, created useful deadlines to get it all on paper, and in our culminating presentations I was 


able to share my vision with local funders and business leaders. 


 


A few months later, equipped with my plan and an expanded network of advocates, I signed a lease and launched 


Level Up on Penn Avenue. It is a welcoming space that offers dance and martial arts training, design services, 


creative writing courses and music lessons, all under one roof. The FUTUREMAKERS program was catalytic, and 


turning point is my creative life. Even more importantly, FUTUREMAKERS gathered a cohort of powerful and 


supportive peers. We pushed each other, tested out ideas, and became for each other a core network for support as 


we continue our work in the world. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mario Quinn Lyles 
Co-Founder & Executive Director 
Level Up Studios 
levelupdancepgh@gmail.com 
www.leveluppgh.com 
412-489-2026 



http://www.leveluppgh.com/





 


June 28, 2019 


 


Pennsylvania Council On The Arts 


216 Finance Building 


Commonwealth & North Streets 


Harrisburg, PA 17120  


 


Dear members of the Review Panel: 


 


I write to request your support of Kelly Strayhorn Theater’s proposal to the Pennsylvania Council on the 


Art for their FutureMakers Initiative. PolicyLink has worked very closely with Kelly Strayhorn Theater for 


over three years through our All-in Pittsburgh initiative for equitable economic inclusion and our Arts, 


Culture, and Equitable Development Initiative. 


PolicyLink is a national research and action institute dedicated to advancing racial and economic equity. 


We advocate for groundbreaking policy changes that enable everyone, especially people of color, to be 


economically secure, live in healthy communities of opportunity, and benefit from a just society. At 


PolicyLink, we work nationally to lift up and magnify arts and culture as both a core component and 


approach to equitable development and movement building. Your newly formed Creative Communities 


Initiative is an exciting opportunity to advance place-based equitable development. 


Based our research and expertise, I can say with confidence that Kelly Strayhorn’s FutureMakers 


initiative is a nationally-significant model as an innovative approach to addressing issues of diversity, 


equity, and inclusion in the economic transformation of neighborhoods. A truly community-centered 


cultural anchor, Kelly Strayhorn Theater is making critical investments in its emerging cultural 


entrepreneurs and creating a new pipeline for the successful launch of creative endeavors at the 


intersection of art, culture and social practices. 


We were extremely pleased that janera solomon was able to serve as a speaker to share their 


FutureMakers Initiative as part of a national webinar on strategies for racial equity in 


entrepreneurship.  This speaks to our interest in this work and the potential long-term impact it can 


have on East Liberty and all of Pittsburgh. 


PolicyLink is happy to partner with KST as an advisor to project, a connector to potential mentors, and to 


offer expertise to the FutureMakers cohorts. 


 


Sincerely, 


 


 


Jeremy Liu 


Senior Fellow for Arts, Culture, and Equitable Development 
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The Cooperage Project 
Honesdale, Wayne County 
 
Honesdale, the county seat of Wayne County, is situated in a rural community of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania in the Upper Delaware River Region. Historically the county has agricultural and 
industrial roots as the base of the gravity railroad and part of the D&H canal. Honesdale has 
seen a great revitalization of its downtown and Main Street corridor over the past few years. 
Wayne County is home to a little more than 50,000 residents and has a lot of second home 
owners due to the high number of pristine bodies of water in the county and its proximity to New 
York City and Philadelphia. The county is predominantly white, lower-to middle working class 
and has a limited number of large employers in the county a part from the Wayne Memorial 
Health system, state and county government and school districts. Honesdale’s borough has a 
population of about 5,000 residents.  
 
The Cooperage Project, founded just over seven years ago, has become a pillar of the 
community and serves as a community hub for residents of Wayne County. Each year, over 
15,000 people attend programs or events at The Cooperage. The Cooperage Project, a 
designated 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization provides a range of instructive and entertaining 
activities to engage, challenge, and enlighten community members. Within the walls of a 
restored barrel-making factory, The Cooperage Project hosts over 350 events each year 
including markets, lectures, workshops, and youth programming all with the purpose of 
strengthening the community. It also rents out the space to community members for parties, 
nonprofit fundraisers and other community events. Through a variety of programs, The 
Cooperage Project inspires people of all ages to both embrace diversity and celebrate shared 
experience in order to create a deeper sense of community. Mindful of the mission and in an 
effort to be accessible to all, The Cooperage Project offers programs and events primarily on a 
donation-only basis or free entirely. 
 
The Cooperage’s performance space is very attractive to visiting musicians and performers as it 
has state-of-the-art sound, lights and great acoustics in the building. It is the only such space in 
our county that is open year-round, so it is really a gem in the region.  
 
The Cooperage Project plays an important role in the quality of life of the community by offering 
art and culture activities, learning opportunities and a space for people to gather around things 
they have in common. With grant support from the Villaume Foundation in 2019, The 
Cooperage has offered different programs including music performances, art exhibits, silent film 
screenings, dances etc. to the community on the Second Saturday of each month as part of a 
fairly new initiative, “Second Saturday Honesdale,” at no cost to the community members.  
 
Second Saturday Honesdale was started by a group of community volunteers and is now 
supported by many businesses and organizations, including The Cooperage Project and Wayne 
County Arts Alliance.  Second Saturday is meant to be a monthly event that brings people to the 







downtown corridor to experience the small businesses, visit a museum, have a meal and 
generally enjoy our beautiful town.  
 
 
The Cooperage Project also participates in Wayne Tomorrow, a group of Wayne County 
professionals working on a collaborative, systematic approach to development, based on 
shared vision and strategic action. This group meets monthly to discuss various challenges our 
county faces and ways to work together to achieve a greater impact.  
 
Each year, The Cooperage Project partners with other community members or organizations to 
host multiple art-based programs in our space. These range from chamber music with the 
Weekend of Chamber Music to cabarets with the Pocono Mountain Theater Company to a 
holiday artisans market that will be seeing it’s 8th year! The Cooperage Project seeks funding 
for such programs through business sponsorships, individual donations and grants as well as 
revenue from collecting donations for events. This summer The Cooperage is working with a 
local hop farm to host four community events at the farm to increase agrotourism to the farm. 
Each event has live music, food being sold from a local farm-to-table restaurant and another 
piece of programming: kids educational program, artisan market, workshop on growing hops 
and educational program on land conservation. By bringing our programming out into the county 
in an even more rural setting, we’re creating spokes on the hub to have a broader reach in our 
county.  
 
Every event or program that happens at The Cooperage is because of a community partnership. 
As an organization we partner with other nonprofits, businesses from the private sector, school 
districts, artists, musicians and foundations on a regular basis. A few examples of some of our 
most successful community partnerships are hosting regional beer (Cooperage on Tap) and 
wine and spirits festival (Uncorked)  showcase the local business owners who are earning a 
living brewing craft beer or making wine. The Uncorked Wine and Spirits Festival is also a joint 
fundraiser with another nonprofit organization, Lacawac Sanctuary. We also work with the 
Wayne County Arts Alliance very closely to host multiple events during the year including the 
Across the Delaware art exhibit, Halloween Bash and Wayne County Studio Tour where The 
Cooperage Project is the headquarters for the tour.  
 
The Cooperage Project also hosts an after school program for middle school students called 
Pop-Up Club that is a STEAM focused program that connects middle school students from 
Wayne Highlands School District with local businesses, artists and professionals to learn 
something new each day. This program has seen such great success it is expanding to 
Wallenpaupack School District thanks to a partnership with Lackawanna College. The success 
of the program has a great deal to do with the collaborative nature of the program and the 
willingness of our local business and art community to support the students learning.  
 
As stated earlier, Honesdale has seen a great revitalization in its downtown corridor. It is a 
community of creators, entrepreneurs and small business owners but for years, new ideas were 







not given a chance to grow. Since The Cooperage Project was founded in 2012, people of all 
ages, interests and abilities have been working together to make big ideas happen. Murals are 
showing up, people are excited about new art projects and seeing opportunity in collaboration 
with another community member rather seeing them as competition. Nonprofits are working 
together to make mission aligned visions become a reality.  
 
But Wayne County, because of its rural nature, is often forgotten in funding strategies for the 
state. We don’t have population density high enough to warrant funding for larger grants, 
particularly when it comes to the arts, however, Wayne County is making a great deal happen 
with limited capacity and resources. Honesdale community members have been working very 
hard over the past few years to work hand-in-hand with other community partners, 
municipalities, county government, school districts etc. to create positive change in the 
community. The PCA Creative Communities initiative was made for communities like Honesdale 
where the program dollars will go directly toward strengthening community partnerships that 
already exist. The silos are already down, we just need some financial capital to really make our 
town shine and thrive!  







To whom it may concern, 
  
As President of the Greater Honesdale Partnership, I write this letter in full support of The Cooperage 
Project and the Wayne County Arts Alliance. These two organizations are so very vital to the Honesdale 
area. They have worked tirelessly in promoting art in our community. The studio tour has become an event 
many look forward to. It not only gives local artists an opportunity to share their creations, but also serves 
as an inspiration to those who take the tour. 
  
Second Saturday is a monthly event that showcases art and music in the downtown area of Honesdale. It 
has been a key element in reintroducing Honesdale to many. 
  
What impresses me the most about both organizations is their integrity. They do what they say they are 
going to do. They make wise and well thought-out decisions, and are a credit to our community. 
  
Respectfully, 
  
Brian Wilken 
GHP President 
  
 
 
Brian Wilken 
AVP, Business Development Officer 
NMLS ID: 786356 
The Honesdale National Bank 
724 Main Street, PO Box 350 
Honesdale, PA 18431 
Tel: 570-253-3362 x1125 
Fax: 570-251-9519 
Email: bwilken@hnbbank.com 
http://www.hnbbank.bank 
  
 
	











	


 
 
 
June 5, 2019 
 
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts 
 
Dear Sirs: 
 
The Wayne County Arts Alliance is committed to partner with and support The Cooperage 
Project’s Creative Communities Initiative for the purposes of strengthening our community 
through the arts.  The WCAA is an organization of artists and art-enthusiasts with a mission to  
stimulate public interest and awareness of the creative arts and to promote and encourage the 
visual, literary, and performing arts in Wayne County.  We present a variety of projects and 
events each year that vary as our member-leaders are inspired with new ideas.  We believe that 
everyone’s life can be enhanced with experiencing and participating in the arts. 
 
Our projected events include the WCAA Artists’ Studio Tour, Second Saturday Honesdale and 
Art-a-Pelago Galleries.  The Cooperage Project has been our Headquarters location in recent 
years for the 3-day Artists’ Studio Tour which invites the public to visit and meet with artists to 
view and learn more about their art and creative process.  This event is free to the public and 
draws hundreds of community members and visitors.  The artists and studio locations vary each 
year.  The WCAA Art-a-Pelago Galleries are a unique partnership between our artists and local 
businesses.  Our past and current 4 locations are businesses who have committed to display and 
promote a series of art exhibits.  The art is available to be viewed during each businesses regular 
hours and the each are open as a gallery event during our Second Saturday Honesdale 
celebrations each month.  In this way, the local businesses provide our local artists with 
exhibition opportunities and the art exhibits enhance and draw people to the businesses.  Second 
Saturday Honesdale is an initiative to encourage the public to explore all the varied activities 
available in our Honesdale community.  Many local businesses extend their open hours and offer 
additional events each month including live music indoors in restaurants and breweries as well as 
outdoors on the streets.  The variety of arts events offered at The Cooperage Project on Second 
Saturdays and other days is endless and includes outdoor movie screenings with live musical 
accompaniment, book fairs, silent disco, live theatre productions, music concerts and dance 
celebrations. 
 







A creative industries project that the WCAA is now beginning to work on is the establishment of 
a Makers Guild and Makers Space in our community.  This will provide a work space with 
available tools and equipment for use by artists, woodworkers and makers of all sorts to enable 
them to build/create/fabricate their creations both collaboratively and individually. 
 
Funding from the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts for our Creative Community will allow us to 
continue and expand the many arts projects that the WCAA and The Cooperage Project create 
for and with the members of our community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Janet Gaglione 
Executive Director 
Wayne County Arts Alliance  
P.O. Box 645   Honesdale, PA  18431 
waynecountyartsalliance@gmail.com 
570-729-5740 
www.waynecountyartsalliance.org 
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TANGO Project 


The Artist-Neighbor Growth & Opportunity Project 
A Program for Residential, Economic & Cultural Development in Allentown 


 
 
Since 2013, the City of Allentown has benefitted from a renaissance in the business community due to the 
benefits associated with the Neighborhood Improvement Zone (NIZ) tax incentive program including nearly 
$1 billion of redevelopment in new corporate offices, apartments and retail in addition to 3,000 new jobs. 
 
Simultaneously, the Neighborhood Partnership Project (NPP), Upside Allentown, has extended the positive 
impact of the NIZ into the surrounding community including multi-tiered engagement with the arts & culture 
offerings. NPPs are collaborations (5+ years) of business, government and community leaders to produce a 
comprehensive, asset-based and relationship-driven approach to community development. 
 
The impact of Upside Allentown has cultivated a multi-neighborhood dynamic component for a creative 
economy; that component is poised to build upon the success of the five-year Arts & Culture Plan as well as 
the results of a recent study of the region’s creative economy. 
 
The Community’s Voice 
 
Over the past five years, the Arts & Culture Committee has used community input to create a cultural 
strategic plan to improve the quality of life in the neighborhoods of Upside Allentown by using elements of 
“creative placemaking”. Creative placemaking is “an evolving field of practice that intentionally leverages 
the power of the arts, culture and creativity to serve a community's interest while driving a broader agenda 
for change, growth and transformation in a way that also builds character and quality of place.” 
 
Beginning with a Needs Assessment of the area in Year 1 and the development of a full Arts & Culture Plan 
in Year 2, over 1,400 residents, employees and guests along with business, government and educational 
leaders have been part of the planning process to incorporate the role of arts and creativity into the city. 
 
During the recent Allentown 2030 Comprehensive Planning process, residents overwhelmingly included arts 
& culture activities in their list of top city assets and investments for the future. 
 
The TANGO Project 
 
The Artist-Neighbor Growth & Opportunity Project (TANGO) is the next step in developing the NIZ 
adjacent area that includes Allentown’s major arts institutions, community centers, elementary schools and 
churches.  This area extends several blocks into residential neighborhoods and can be defined as a creative 
hub in center city. TANGO will positively impact the neighborhoods within these geographic boundaries 
while complementing the area’s creative centers.  
 
Capitalizing upon the success of the first 6-year cycle of the Upside Allentown NPP, TANGO will tightly 
focus the goals of the new NPP (beginning July 1st, 2020) around the creative economy.  Through a robust 
commitment of resources from the City of Allentown as well as local foundations, private investment, 
educational partners and collaboration with the non-profit community (including the arts & culture 
organizations), TANGO will establish this area of the city as a zone for opportunity, innovation, creativity 
and entrepreneurship. 
 
TANGO is committed to providing artistic and cultural solutions to urban challenges such as poverty, 
housing and quality of life in center city Allentown through a four-pronged strategy over the next four years: 







• Housing – Establishing an “Artists & Residents” plan for affordable housing and blight reduction to 
improve the housing stock and increase property values.  This plan embraces “artist-owned” properties, 
façade improvements and investment in the TANGO Zones. 
 
• Creative Economy – Initiating a Creative Economy & Entrepreneurial Lab to provide education, job skill 
training and entrepreneurial support for family-sustaining jobs while promoting business development in the 
Tango Zones.  The Lab will also provide opportunities for local arts organizations, educators and institutions 
to benefit from professional development and capacity building in all phases of the development cycle. 
 
• Cultural Infrastructure – Developing creative placemaking spaces and hubs for the residents, students and 
artists to utilize.  These hubs will complement and sustain the artistic, historic and natural integrity of the 
TANGO Zones and will include a broad spectrum of art, streetscapes and public spaces. 
 
• Community Building – Encouraging neighborhood residents to engage in arts & cultural activities by 
celebrating their unique cultural heritage and personal expression. 
 
The four-year commitment by the PA Council on the Arts Creative Community Initiative (CCI) will provide 
a portion of the foundational investment to launch TANGO and will be leveraged toward other potential 
regional and national funding opportunities. 
 
The support of the CCI will allow for the launch of two major initiatives including: 
 


1) Creative Economy & Entrepreneur Lab & Professional Development and Capacity Building for 
Artists & Orgs 


2) Continued support for the “Authentically Allentown” Artist in Residence program  
 
Creative Economy & Entrepreneur Lab 
 
According to the American Community Survey 2013-2017, there are 25,672 residents who live in the Upside 
Allentown area. The program area is densely populated and home to 21.4% of the residents of the City of 
Allentown. The community is more racially and ethnically diverse than the City overall; 66.9% of residents 
are Hispanic or Latino and 19.3% are Black or African American.  
 
Additionally, the unemployment rate in the program area (19.5%) is almost a third as high as the rate for all 
City residents (12.4%) and is as high as 31.1% in some areas. The poverty rate is also consistently higher 
than the full City (26.7%) and ranges from 23.7% to 66.4%. The median household income in the Center 
City area is $28,462 and ranges from $15,783 to $49,014, the majority of which fall below the City’s median 
income of $38,522. 
 
Data from the 2018 Creative Economy Analysis for the Lehigh Valley by Metris Arts Consulting measured 
the region as experiencing a healthy 9% growth in creative economy jobs since 2013 such as graphic 
designers, marketing professionals, media and advertising, computer programmers, software developers, 
architects as well as artists, musicians, writers, photographers and more. 
 
However, people of color only held 16% of total jobs in the creative economy in the area; while a 23% 
overall growth in these ethnic segments represents the largest demographic population increase in the area 
since 2013.  
 
The Creative Economy & Entrepreneur Lab will allow for educational partners to begin job skills training in 
the occupations that provide people of color the opportunities to participate in the creative economy. 







Unfortunately, Allentown and the Lehigh Valley also lag behind those national averages in creative economy 
occupations that have hourly wages above the Pennsylvania median wage of $18 per hour. A slight increase 
to the national averages in these occupations would provide additional family sustaining wages, while also 
adding to the creative workforce and ecosystem in the downtown region.  
 
To translate into actual gross dollars, a $2 per hour wage increase over 100 households would result in 
almost a half million dollars to the neighborhood’s annual GDP. The goal of the Creative Economy & 
Entrepreneur Lab combines job skills training and education to allow residents of color to pursue business 
and job opportunities within the creative economy. 
 
Professional Development & Capacity Building 
At the core of Allentown’s revitalization is a creative economy full of robust arts, and a community of 
nationally recognized institutions, artists and event planners. However, a vast number of these talented artists 
and event organizers in Allentown lack the necessary skills, network and training to sustain their artistic 
projects long-term.  
 
The Creative Economy & Entrepreneur Lab will incorporate professional development and capacity building 
by providing these individuals and organizations with necessary skills to grow and prosper. Through 
TANGO, these parties will gain knowledge, pilot funding and connections necessary to bring their art form 
and events to fruition. 
 
“Authentically Allentown” Artist-in-Residence Program 
Connecting the artists of the city to the community has been a signature initiative of the Arts & Culture 20:21 
Plan since its adoption in 2016. With support from the CCI and community partnerships, the CCA-managed 
Artist-in-Residence program will continue to bring relevant, inescapable arts to the community.  The 
program will celebrate the vibrant talents of Allentown artists, engage residents in creative experiences while 
building a sense of neighborhood in the targeted areas. 
 
In combination with the future NPP, the Artist-in-Residence program will expand to connect artists to the 
community by allowing them to become artists AND residents.  An affordable housing initiative will address 
home ownership of artists while assisting in the improvement of the housing stock and blight. 
 
PARTNERS 
The Cultural Coalition of Allentown (CCA) has been collaborating with its partners since 2016 as a guiding 
principle from the 20:21 Plan. The two lead organizations for the CCI application are the 1) Cultural 
Coalition of Allentown and 2) the Community Action Development Corporation of Allentown. Both 
organizations are 501c3 organizations based in Allentown. 
 
Joining the CCA and CADCA as partners in the CCI will be the City of Allentown, Allentown Arts 
Commission, Allentown School District, (7) Neighborhood Associations, arts institutions local colleges, 
faith-based organizations, Chamber of Commerce, private developers, local foundations, artists, and others in 
the creative economy. 
 
FUNDING 
The commitment for the matching challenge will emanate from a variety of diverse sources beginning with 
the municipal match from the City of Allentown. The remaining $20,000 will come from project partners 
including: the Allentown Arts Commission; Community Action Development Corporation of Allentown; 
Allentown Art Museum; Dexter F. & Dorothy H. Baker Foundation; local foundations and private 
investment; as well as $5,000 of in-kind donations of space, staff time and supplies. 
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Allentown Arts Commission 
 
City of Allentown 
435 Hamilton Street, 3rd floor 
Allentown PA 18101  
610 439 5999   AllentownPA.gov/Arts 
 


2019 > Moving at the Speed of Life. 
 


June	27,	2019	


Sarah	Merritt	
Director	of	Pennsylvania	Creative	Communities	
216	Finance	Building	
Harrisburg,	PA	17120	


Dear	Ms.	Merritt,		


The	Allentown	Arts	Commission	enthusiastically	supports	the	Cultural	Coalition	of	
Allentown	and	Community	Action	Development	Corporation	of	Allentown	in	their	
submission	for	the	PA	Council	on	the	Arts’	Creative	Communities	Initiative.	


After	many	years	of	decline,	over	the	past	five	years,	Allentown	has	seen	a	fabulous	
revitalization	in	the	central	business	district	with	a	unique	Pennsylvania	tax	incentive	
strategy.	We	are	seeing	an	influx	of	people	wanting	to	return	to	the	downtown	to	live,	work	
and	visit.	Our	public	spaces	are	beginning	to	be	formed.	And	our	surrounding	
neighborhoods	are	beginning	to	see	the	benefits.	


Our	artists	have	an	enormous	opportunity	to	been	seen	and	their	future	economic	
development	is	at	their	fingertips	–	however	they	need	our	assistance	in	connecting	the	
dots,	forging	relationships	and	creating	sustainable	plans.	Our	neighborhoods	are	at	the	
brink	of	definition	–	however	need	our	help,	and	our	artists,	to	bring	life	and	identity	to	
their	corners.	


We	believe	the	CCA	&	CADCA	artist	economic	development	initiative	will	help	increase	
access	and	foster	collaboration	among	artists,	creative	organizations,	local	government,	our	
neighborhoods	and	individual	citizens	in	the	community.	We	believe	this	will	help	
strengthen	the	heartbeat	in	our	city.	


We	look	forward	to	a	continued	positive	working	relationship	between	the	Arts	
Commission	and	these	organizations.	We	appreciate	and	thank	you	for	your	time	spent	
considering	this	important	decision.		


Respectfully,	


Jane	Heft,	Chair	
Allentown	Arts	Commission	
610-762-8099	


	
	
	







THE GREATER LEHIGH VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
OFFICES IN ALLENTOWN, BETHLEHEM, EASTON, EMMAUS, LEHIGHTON, NAZARETH & PHILLIPSBURG 


Located at 840 Hamilton Street, Suite 205, Allentown, 18101  |  74 West Broad Street, Suite 240, Bethlehem, 18018 
158 A Northampton Street, Easton, 18042  |  191 Main Street, Suite 101, Emmaus, PA 1804  |  137 South Street, Lehighton, PA  18235 


18 S. Main Street, Nazareth, 18064  |  314 S. Main Street, Phillipsburg, NJ  08865  |  CareerLink Building, 555 Union Boulevard, Allentown, PA 18109 
www.lehighvalleychamber.org       MAIN PHONE: 610-841-5800       MAIN FAX: 610-437-4907 


 


 
 


 


 


 


      June 24, 2019 


 


Ms. Sarah Merritt 


Director of Pennsylvania Creative Communities 


216 Finance Building 


Harrisburg, PA 17120 


 


Dear Ms. Merritt, 


 


As the Senior Vice President of the Allentown Chamber of Commerce and the Downtown Allentown Business 


Alliance (DABA), it is with great pleasure that I submit this letter of support for the Cultural Coalition of 


Allentown (CCA) and Community Action Development Corporation of Allentown (CADCA) in their Letter of 


Intent submission for the Creative Communities Initiative Grant from the PA Council on the Arts. 


 


The City of Allentown has been experiencing revitalization over the past several years and the CCA and 


CADCA have been leaders, collaborators and partners in this process working hand-in-hand alongside the 


business, government and non-profit communities as a catalyst for change and improvement in the community. 


 


Since the beginning of the Upside Allentown Neighborhood Partnership Program, the Arts & Culture 


subcommittee, and now the CCA, has worked to provide unified leadership in the arts community and has 


collaborated with multiple agencies and organizations to provide a voice for the arts as they aim to improve the 


quality of life throughout the city. 


 


The Allentown Chamber and DABA have worked alongside the CCA on several projects connecting the 


business community to the arts and we are very excited to have them expand their role into the next phase of 


CCA’s development on the Creative Communities Initiative as we continue to revitalize the city for residents, 


visitors and employees alike. 


 


As a downtown resident, CCA board member and partnering organization doing work in downtown Allentown, 


I am proud to support the CCA and CADCA in their future pursuits. The work in their first few years of activity 


has created a sense of vibrancy and engagement in the arts while focusing on the economic impact of the arts in 


Pennsylvania’s third largest city.  


 


I fully support their application for the Creative Communities Initiative Grant from the PA Council on the Arts 


and look forward to our continued partnership for the betterment of the Allentown community.  


 
 


      Sincerely, 


                                 
      Miriam Huertas 


      Senior Vice President, Allentown Initiatives 


      Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce 
 



http://www.lehighvalleychamber.org/







		Coversheet-final

		Allentown TANGO Project LOI

		Arts Commission letter of support

		Chamber Letter of Support

		CCA TANGO Project letter of support



		Organization: Cultural Coalition of Allentown

		Address: 523 N. Seventh Street

		City: Allentown

		Zip Code: 18102

		Municipality: City of Allentown

		County: Lehigh

		Phone: 610-554-0633

		Website: culturalcoalitionofallentown.org

		FEIN: 82-3521549

		Contact Name: Sean King

		Contact Title: Director

		Contact Phone: 610-554-0633

		Contact Email: sean@culturalcoalitionofallentown.org

		Organization Type: [501(c)3]

		Local Governement Resolution Acknowledgment: Yes












Connellsville residents sometimes refer to our town as part of Fayettenam-- a description which stems 
from the loss of local industry towards the end of the 20th century, which left our community 
impoverished in many ways. Regionally, the Pittsburgh area has been able to reinvent itself and remains 
one of the world's most livable cities, but that prosperity has been slow in reaching rural areas such as 
ours. Compounding that problem is the heroin epidemic, which has taken a huge toll on families and 
strained local EMS and police resources.  


Our area is wealthy in the sense that we have many residents willing to volunteer their efforts to create 
a more unified community. Over the past several years, the city and various local businesses and 
nonprofits have combined resources on projects to have citizens of all ages engage in fun, healthy, and 
educational activities including: the construction of a deck hockey rink, improvements to local 
playgrounds and ballfields, Rural Arts Collaborative classes, the portraits project at Liz Jones Arts, and 
public arts projects such as the Flight of Fancy mural and steps, the Reel Gear mural on the 
Youghiogheny river, and numerous other projects which inspire a different, more hopeful view of our 
community. 


In early January of this year, the city asked Connellsville Community Ministries to help move efforts on 
community engagement to the next level by working to develop the Greater Connellsville Area 
Community Center into a space which would do a better job of meeting this goal. 


Our initial plans focus on repairs to the center which will make the building more welcoming, such as 
replacement of a buckled gym floor, improved lighting and entrances, and complete renovation of the 
building's bathrooms. Although these may seem like minor repairs, they will change the overall 
appearance, structure, and mood of the building. The positive changes made inside will radiate to the 
people outside.    


Liz Jones Arts’ “Art Corps” volunteers have begun work on murals and mosaics inside the building this 
summer, and hope to move to creating more public art in the community in the future.  


The cliché is true-- art, in its various forms, is a way of forever freezing a moment in time. The first step 
in using this grant will be to shine a light—literally-- by incorporating stained glass windows in the 
center. Using glass donated by our local makers at Youghiogheny Glass, local volunteer glass artists will 
create stained glass windows in stairwells to replace crumbling plywood on the exterior. Artists from our 
community will create designs around the theme of lifting community, and we will have a community-
wide vote to pick the winning selections.  By using volunteer artists, donated glass, and PCA funding for 
the nitty gritty of assembling the windows safely, people will stop, if only for a moment, each time they 
see the windows and be mesmerized by the beauty and the positivity it brings to our community.   


Next steps include the development of reasonably priced clubs and classes within the building focused 
on various crafts and further developing skills-- painting, photography, costume making, and fiber arts 
such as quilting and sewing. Another priority is a complete ceramics studio with handicap-accessible 
equipment. We are frequently asked about ceramics and our goal is to partner with Highlands Hospital 
as well as the Autism Center to incorporate sensory and special needs art.  







We are also looking at options for the creation of an artisan village along the bike trail in town where we 
could focus on showing visitors some of the best art our community has to offer, as well as enabling 
people to step a few yards off of the trail and take part in crafts such as smithing, sculpture, or fiber arts, 
and get them interested in exploring our area in greater depth, thus bringing tourism dollars to improve 
the standard of living in our community. 


Further down the road, we hope to transform our building’s historic Porter Theater by renovating the 
seating as well as the lighting. The number of people who are musically gifted in this town is nothing 
short of amazing; by making changes will be able to host musicals, concerts, and dance recitals, daddy-
daughter dances, alternative proms, and old movie matinees; as well as a Connellsville Project Runway, 
in which Connellsville Community Ministries would donate $25.00-$50.00 per contestant from their 
Care and Share Boutique to create outfits.  


We are developing partnerships with the local schools and tech centers, as well as the autism school and 
creative art programs at SCI Fayette to foster integration of a community with diverse skills and needs. 
We also want to develop programming focused around PTSD and substance abuse art therapy. 
Wormack Inc., Liz Jones Art, and other local mental health and veteran organizations will collaborate.  


Local teachers have agreed to teach classes in different media, and businesses have offered both 
material and financial support for the center via programs such as our upcoming Chalk Festival, loosely 
based on Santa Barbara’s annual I Madonnari chalk art festival, the first weekend in September. In our 
case, businesses will donate $100 to have a local artist create a sidewalk square of art for them—all ages 
of artists will participate. For each square, $50 will go to support renovations to the community center, 
and $50 will go to the artist creating the square. There will also be an area for children to create freely, 
as well as vendors, and a motorcycle show. Since this is the first year of what we hope will be an annual 
festival, we are pairing it with an ethnic festival already slated to be in town the same weekend so that 
people will be more inclined to participate and make it successful. 


We believe that our goals-- to create a thriving, diverse community grounded in arts, but also attentive 
to practical needs and skills, and to provide a venue where we can shine a light on the best that our 
community has to offer—dovetail beautifully with your Creative Communities Program. The funding you 
provide will help us jumpstart our projects with tools to turn on the lights (literally--those stained glass 
windows will be visible all over town!) and make use of the considerable energy we've built so far. 


Everyone in this town wants to do good things as well as see good things happen.  However, some 
people do not know how to express this verbally. By having a local opportunity to demonstrate self-
expression through art, people of all ages will be able to express themselves, and let their inner voices 
scream out, even though they are all-too-often silenced by society’s rules. More art-related programs 
allows for people of different backgrounds to realize that in the grand scheme of things, we are all a part 
of the same big picture. We just use different shades, colors, and tools to tell our stories. 


 



















 


 


 
 
 


 
 
 
June 20, 2019 
 
 
Rita Smith                      
Executive Director                 
Connellsville Area Community Ministries               
 110 W. Crawford Avenue            
 Connellsville, PA 15425 
 
Dear Ms. Smith, 
 
It is my pleasure to draft this letter of support for Highlands Hospital to partner with Connellsville Area 
Community Ministries and Liz Jones Art with their involvement in the Creative Communities Initiative 
Grant. We highly endorse their efforts of using a holistic modality such as art therapy to reduce stress 
and improve the overall mind body connection of those individuals utilizing the services. 
 
Highlands Hospital is committed to offering this creative approach of providing both community 
health outreach and serving the needs of population health in our communities. Highlands Hospital 
has proudly served the Behavioral Health needs of the community for over 30 years and has adopted a 
holistic approach to healing for the mind, body and soul of all patients. 
 
We are looking forward to continuing our relationship with Connellsville Area Community Ministries 
and Liz Jones to create a model of care that reaches patients in a non-traditional setting through the 
love of art.  We appreciate your time to review the submitted proposal.  Thank you in advance for your 
consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Vicki Meier 
 
Vicki Meier, M.Ed., CIHM                     
Executive Director/Highlands Hospital Foundation         
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27 June 2019 
Sarah Merritt 
Director of Pennsylvania Creative Communities 
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts 
216 Finance Building  
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
 
Dear Ms. Merritt,  
 
We are thrilled for the potential to partner with you and Pennsylvania Council on the Arts and 
believe wholeheartedly that the Wilkinsburg community is a prime candidate to join the Creative 
Communities Pilot Initiative. Our hope is that you will soon share our belief.  
 
The Borough of Wilkinsburg is a closely connected community in Southwest Pennsylvania 
located roughly seven miles to the east of downtown Pittsburgh. The borough is separated from 
the city by the beautiful and expansive Frick Park and the Point Breeze neighborhood. At its 
peak, the community was a bustling suburban area, a retail destination, and the most densely 
populated borough in the United States. Roughly 37,000 people were living within its 2.2 
square-mile boundary. More recently, Wilkinsburg has followed the post-steel trends of many 
Rustbelt communities, including early- to mid-20th century population peaks followed by 
significant population loss in the latter portion of the century. The 2010 Census reported the total 
population at 15, 930. Additionally, the borough is one of only two majority Black municipalities 
in the county and is among the lowest in median income. Despite the hardships of the last few 
decades, Wilkinsburg is in the beginning stages of what is being described as a local renaissance.  
 
The arts are not only major component of Wilkinsburg’s vision for the future but are, even now, 
an anchor of community connectedness and vibrancy. Community Forge (formerly Johnston 
Elementary School) is working to transform this part of the neighborhood through a 
multipurpose community space. The building is home to arts organizations such as Barrels to 
Beethoven, K-Theatre Dance Complex, and Treelady Studios, and it recently completed its 
inaugural Active the Arts residency program which focuses on the stories of the Wilkinsburg 
community. Community Forge is also host to arts presentation and arts- and culture-focused 
summer camps for young people in the surrounding neighborhood. The collection of groups that 
work in and around this space are planting seeds for larger economic and community 
development. Just a few blocks away in the Penn Avenue Parklet, the Wilkinsburg Borough 
hosts an annual Art in the Park series. The event, originally organized in response to a mass 
shooting in 2016, gives cause for the community to gather in the name of beauty. It features 
performances by local soloists, bands, and visual artists.  


 







 


Around the corner from the Penn Avenue Parklet, work is underway on a massive project to 
restore the Historic Wilkinsburg Train Station. The train station is slated to become an anchor for 
redevelopment, economic growth, and transit. Moreover, it is planned to be a space around 
which culture, identity, and community can coalesce—potentially containing gallery and 
presentation space for artists. Other plans, like the Wilkinsburg Comprehensive Plan and the 
subsequent Business District Revitalization, recognize the role of cultural assets while working 
to ensure their protection and support. The business district plan includes public art amongst its 
priorities. Indeed, arts- and culture-based action are core components of the plan to meet the 
borough’s goals for aesthetics and economic vitality. 
 
There are many community partnerships working at intersections to create a more vibrant 
Wilkinsburg. In 2017, the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce partnered with New Sun Rising 
to implement Launch Wilkinsburg. Through this project, the community was engaged across 
multiple platforms in order to determine stakeholder priorities for community development. The 
top three priorities communicated by the community were “community awareness and 
engagement, arts and culture, and vacant properties and lots.” The resulting priorities were used 
to guide a 12-month incubation of community-based businesses in Wilkinsburg. Included in this 
cohort were creative organizations representing work in dance, poetry, design, public art, and 
creative placemaking.  


The Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation (WCDC) with support from the 
Wilkinsburg Municipal Authority has partnered with the local designers and fabricators at 
Technique Architectural Products, Inc (Technique AP) to reduce litter in the borough’s business 
district. The result was the design and installation of several dozen litter receptacles. These 
receptacles are a starting point for the creation of other matching street furnishings.  


Recently, a neighborhood team applied to and completed the 2019 EcoDistricts Incubator 
program. The team contains representatives of Civically, the Wilkinsburg Chamber of 
Commerce, the WCDC, the Wilkinsburg School Board, Barrels to Beethoven, and New Sun 
Rising. Following the success of other municipalities in Allegheny County, the Wilkinsburg 
team intends to employ the EcoDistrict Protocol to execute the priorities of the community like 
entrepreneurship, increased arts programming, workforce development, and education as well as 
help ensure that the renaissance taking place is sustainable and equitable. Relatedly, the 
Wilkinsburg Shade Tree Committee, Nine Mile Run Watershed Association, TreeVitalize 
Pittsburgh, the WCDC, and hundreds of volunteers partnered in 2011 for the Rooted in 
Wilkinsburg – 500 Tree Initiative. 500 trees were planted from 2011 to 2013.   
 
The Wilkinsburg Train Station Restoration Project mentioned previously is also a product of 
collaboration. A partnership between the WCDC, Wilkinsburg Borough, and Allegheny County, 


 







 


the project is also supported by a $1.5 million grant from the Commonwealth’s Redevelopment 
Assistance Capital Program. The project has also received funding from individuals, foundations, 
and the private sector. Ultimately, the historic space is, again, intended to become a 
transit-centered home for businesses, artistic presentation, and community gathering.  
 
The many projects and the degree of community involvement in the borough provide many entry 
points for discovery. Individuals and organizations are working to empower the community and 
encourage economic development. Moreover, folks are highly cognizant of the common pitfalls 
of community revitalization such as displacement and exacerbated structural inequalities. The 
attention of the community at large and the bent toward collaboration helps to ensure that 
projects have the accountability, buy-in, and investment of the community. In turn, the borough 
can be more certain of sustainable and equitable outputs and outcomes from the work. 
Additionally, cross-sector monetary support indicates the potential for long-term stability 
undergirded by organizations. Wilkinsburg has a built capacity that can be shaped and reshaped 
into an environment that is both beautiful and pragmatic—an environment that offers room for 
current residence and newcomers alike to live, work, and play. The people, places, and spaces 
are primed for a renaissance that continues to be elevated with time.  
  
Much of the work being performed toward development is focused on drawing attention, 
investment, and people to the borough as initial steps to growth. Through the Creative 
Communities Initiative, A Peace of Mind, Inc., Barrels to Beethoven and a diverse group of 
organizations in Wilkinsburg will provide creative and cultural programs and experiences for 
residents of all ages. These organizations will work collectively to develop continuous, cultural 
arts programming and curriculum that highlights the talent of our youth, as well as collaborations 
that celebrate the culture of the African Diaspora, combining, drumming, dance, steelpan, and 
making. Providing both education for the community and a platform for artists and the creative 
community to expand programming, build capacity, and develop sustainable arts spaces. We 
would meet the community where it is—striving to equitably preserve and elevate our identity 
while rebuilding the infrastructure and interest required to create an ever more vibrant future.  
 
A Peace of Mind Inc. (APOM) a 501(c)(3) organization is a therapeutic art studio that offers a 
variety of programming. Barrels to Beethoven is a cultural arts organization, dedicated to 
preserving the steelpan that teaches afro-Caribbean history, instrument instruction, and making.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Leigh Solomon Pugliano 
Executive Director 
Barrels to Beethoven 


Felicia Robinson 
Executive Director 
A Peace of Mind, Inc. 


 















 


June 27, 2019 
Sarah Merritt  
Director of Pennsylvania Creative Communities  
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts  
216 Finance Building  
Harrisburg, PA 17120  
 
Dear Ms. Merritt,  
I am writing on behalf of New Sun Rising in strong support the letter of interest 
from A Peace of Mind, Inc., and Barrels to Beethoven to join the Creative 
Communities Initiative.  
 
New Sun Rising builds vibrant communities through Culture, Sustainability, and 
Opportunity. As part of our Vibrant Communities framework, New Sun Rising 
supports innovative approaches to equitable community development. The 
Vibrant Communities framework has provided support and training to over 250 
nonprofit and social business leaders seeking to improve their communities. We 
have managed and connected $8.5 million of funding to help create 
environmental, cultural, and social impacts. For us, Culture is the fabric of the 
community determined by the collection of purpose, values, behaviors, rituals, 
and cues recognized by the community, helps to determine outcomes and 
identity 
 
New Sun Rising has worked with a Peace of Mind in one of our programs and 
serves as the fiscal sponsor to Barrels to Beethoven. Barrels to Beethoven 
resonates with our mission by not only creating beautiful music but by passing 
on the traditions and history of the pan to their students.  Barrels participated and 
help form the first Launch Arts program- an incubator for culture organizations 
and groups. 


 
Through our Fiscal Sponsorship Program, Barrels to Beethoven will continue to 
have access to strategy sessions and programs. 
 
We hope this funding will provide a solid footing for A Peace of Mind and 
Barrels to Beethoven.  
 
Sincerely,  
 


 
Daniel Stiker 
Director of Culture + Operations 
dan@newsunrising.org 
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June 19,2019
Ms. Jill Odegaard
Cedar Crest College
100 College Drive
Allentown, PA 18104


Dear Ms. Odegaard:


Please accept this letter as a sign of my support to Cedar Crest College's Letter of Interest to the
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts for the Creative Communities Pilot Initiative.


Cedar Crest College's vision for the Center for Art and Community Engagement supports our
community's efforts of promoting art advocacy and civic engagement among Allentown
residents. Through these efforts, the Center will reinforce the mission of the Pennsylvania
Council on the Arts to strengthen the cultural, educational, and economic vitality of
Pennsylvania's communities through the arts.


Cedar Crest College is an important partner for the arts in the Allentown community, integrating
course work in the arts into community outreach and service learning. This includes work done
with local organizations such as Casa Guadalupe, the Boys and Girls Club of Allentown, the
Allentown State Hospital and Cedarbrook Assisted Living. As part of the coursework, the
college was able launch pilot programs to engage students to address literacy efforts and support
refugee outreach. I am excited about the proposed Center for Art and Community Engagement's
stated objectives to build an inclusive facility that allows for the creation of art and innovative
programming to advance visual and literary arts. These efforts will certainly help to advance arts
advocacy through programming, exhibitions, artist residencies and lectures.


I look forward to supporting Cedar Crest College in this exciting endeavor.


Sincerely,


Mike Schlossberg
I 32nd Legislative District
House of Representatives


@ enrrtrreo on REcycLED pApER







  P.O. Box 1002 
  Millersville PA 17551-0302 
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 Fax: 717-872-3961 


A Member of Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education 


 
06/24/2019 


Ms. Jill Odegaard 
Cedar Crest College 
100 College Drive 
Allentown, PA 18104 
 


Dear Ms. Odegaard, 


I am pleased to lend my support to Cedar Crest College’s Letter of Intent to the Pennsylvania 
Council on the Arts for the Creative Communities Pilot on behalf of the PA Migrant Education 
Program in the Lehigh Valley. 


The PA Migrant Education Program is part of the Title I, Part C of the Elementary and Secondary 
Act (ESEA) through the Every Student Succeed Act. The program provides supplemental support 
services for all qualifying migrant children. We offer high quality and comprehensive educational 
programs and services during the school year and the summer term. Many services provided to 
our migrant children are possible thanks to collaboration with community partners like The 
Center for the Art and Community Engagement. Activities like the ones offered by this program 
not only enhanced our STEAM curriculum, but also improved attendance and engagement for 
high school and middle school students. 
 
Cedar Crest College’s vision for the Center for the Art and Community Engagement supports the 
community’s efforts of promoting art advocacy and civic engagement among Allentown 
residents. Through these efforts, the Center will reinforce the mission of the Pennsylvania 
Council on the arts of strengthen the cultural, educational, and economic vitality of 
Pennsylvania’s communities through the arts. 
 
We look forward to supporting Cedar Crest College in this exciting endeavor. 
 
Sincerely, 


Ivelisse Dunham 
Team Leader 
Migrant Education Program 
1520 Hanover Avenue 
Allentown, PA. 18109 


idunham@millersville.edu 


(610) 820-6831 X 3101 



mailto:idunham@millersville.edu





                                     Autism Society Lehigh Valley 
                                     P.O. Box 3523 


                                                                                      Allentown, PA 18106 
                                                                                                     http://www.asalehighvalley.org 
                                                                             (610) 751 - 6532 
 
Professor Jill Odegaard 
Cedar Crest College 
100 College Drive 
Allentown, PA 18104             06/19/19 
 
Dear Professor Odegaard: 
 
On behalf of the Autism Society Lehigh Valley, we are pleased to lend our support for Cedar Crest 
College’s Letter of Intent to the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts for the Creative Communities 
Pilot Initiative. 
 
The Autism Society Lehigh Valley is a non-profit 501 (C) 3 (FEIN:23-257876) and is an affiliate 
of the national Autism Society.  The mission of the Autism Society LV is to improve the lives of 
all that are affected by autism in the Lehigh Valley. The Autism Society envisions individuals and 
families living with autism to be able to maximize their quality of life and to be treated with the 
highest level of dignity in a friendly environment. 
 
The Creative Abilities Group was established in 2018 to provide opportunities for young adults 
with autism and other developmental disabilities to participate in a variety of fine arts, performing 
arts and crafts activities in their community, helping to inspire them, enrich their lives, and remove 
barriers that prevent them from realizing their full creative potential. The Creative Abilities Group 
has been conducting workshops since 2018 in ceramic art, fused glass, acrylic painting, cartooning, 
fiber arts, yoga, theater arts and music. We recently exhibited our young adults’ art work in a group 
art show and we are working with a professional muralist on a permanent public mural project.   


We share Professor Odegaard’s vision of collaboration with our group and her C.R.E.A.T.E. class 
in the Fall of 2019. The benefits will be long term and twofold. Our young adults will experience 
the art of papermaking in an inclusive quality learning environment, and Cedar Crest College art 
students will gain real life experience working directly with young adults with autism. 


Cedar Crest College’s vision for the Center for Art and Community Engagement supports the 
community’s efforts of promoting art advocacy and civic engagement among Allentown residents. 
Through these efforts, the Center will reinforce the mission of the Pennsylvania Council on the 
Arts to strengthen the cultural, educational, and economic vitality of Pennsylvania’s communities 
through the arts.  
 
We look forward to supporting Cedar Crest College in this exciting endeavor. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Mimi Ludwig – President, Autism Society Lehigh Valley 
Cindy Lo – Creative Abilities Art Director 



http://www.asalehighvalley.org/





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


June 25, 2019 
 
Ms. Jill Odegaard 
Cedar Crest College 
100 College Drive 
Allentown, PA 18104 
 
Dear Ms. Odegaard: 
 
I am pleased to lend my support to Cedar Crest College’s Letter of Intent to the Pennsylvania 
Council on the Arts for the Creative Communities Pilot Initiative on behalf of the Refugee 
Community Center at Church of the Mediator. 
 
The vision of the Refugee Community Center is to build partnership, engage resources, and 
promote the holistic well-being of refugee and asylee families living in the Lehigh Valley. Our 
programming supports this vision through, 
 


• Radical hospitality for newly arrived refugee families, long-term refugee neighbors, 
advocates, and partners in Allentown; 


• Facilitated connections for mutual relationship; 
• Connecting and garnering resources to support the social adjustment and well-being of 


refugees and asylum-seekers; and 
• Advocacy on behalf of newly arrived and/or socially disadvantaged international populations. 


 
Through past collaboration with Cedar Crest College, members of the Refugee Community 
Center have had the opportunity to practice language acquisition, creative expression, and 
connect with others through the “I am/We are” string art project. This engagement provided 
community members with a visual representation of personal identifiers and their connections to 
others. 
 
Cedar Crest College’s vision for the Center for Art and Community Engagement supports the 
community’s efforts of promoting art advocacy and civic engagement among Allentown 
residents. Through these efforts, the Center will reinforce the mission of the Pennsylvania 
Council on the Arts to strengthen the cultural, educational, and economic vitality of 
Pennsylvania’s communities through the arts. 
 
We look forward to supporting Cedar Crest College in this exciting endeavor. 
Sincerely, 
 
Brittany Libby 
Coordinator of the Refugee Community Center 
1620 West Turner Street 
Allentown, PA 18102 











 
 
Ms. Jill Odegaard 
Cedar Crest College 
100 College Drive 
Allentown, PA 18104 
 
Dear Ms. Odegaard: 
 
I am pleased to lend my support to Cedar Crest College’s Letter of Intent to the Pennsylvania Council on 
the Arts for the Creative Communities Pilot Initiative. 
 
I have had the honor of collaborating with Cedar Crest College over the last 7 years in our community 
school work in the Allentown School District. At Communities in Schools, our mission is to surround 
students with a network of supports, empowering them to stay in school and to achieve in life. As urban 
school districts continue to face budget cuts that restrict critical educational opportunities and supports, 
Cedar Crest College has come alongside us to fill the gaps our students so desperately need and deserve 
in order to thrive.  This institution has offered mentorships, in-school tutoring, and innovative 
after-school and summer programming at no cost to our students and families.  These opportunities 
exposed students to a myriad of enrichment subjects, allowing them to connect with more caring adults, 
explore their interests and passions, and harness their leadership skills at a young age.  Because of the 
college's contributions, more than 75% of students at McKinley Elementary School were able to 
participate in one or more after-school programs and 90% of students avoided the summer slide. 
Additionally, we have seen behavior incident occurrences the lowest they've ever been.  Reading and 
math proficiency increased 10% in a year's time.  This partnership is helping to change the landscape of 
our community so that all children, regardless of their zip code or circumstance, have the right to a 
quality education. 
 
Cedar Crest College’s vision for the Center for Art & Community Engagement supports the community’s 
efforts of promoting art advocacy and civic engagement among Allentown residents. Through these 
efforts, the Center will reinforce the mission of the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts to strengthen the 
cultural, educational, and economic vitality of Pennsylvania’s communities through the arts.  
 
I look forward to supporting Cedar Crest College in this exciting endeavor. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kristina Scesa 
 
Kristina Scesa 
Program Manager 
scesak@cislv.org 
 


 
739 N. 12th Street / Allentown, PA 18102 


Tel 484.834.8830 / www.cislv.org  
 







 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
739 N. 12th Street / Allentown, PA 18102 


Tel 484.834.8830 / www.cislv.org  
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TAB # Lead Applicant City/Town/Borough/Municipality County 
21 Connellsville Area Community 


Ministries 
Connellsville Fayette 


22 Johnstown Symphony Orchestra Johnstown Cambria  


23 Pittsburgh Glass Center  Pittsburgh Allegheny 


24 A Peace of Mind, Inc Wilkinsburg Allegheny  


25 ArtsAltoona Altoona Blair 


26 Centre Foundation State College Centre 


27 Community Theatre Project 
Corporation 


Pittsburgh Allegheny  


28 Global Switchboard Pittsburgh  Allegheny 


29 Neighborhood North: Museum of 
Play 


Beaver Falls Beaver  


30 City of Pittston Pittston Luzerne 


31 Susquehanna Community Dev. 
Corp.  


Susquehanna Borough Susquehanna 


32 The Cooperage Honesdale  Wayne  


33 Sullivan County Chamber of 
Commerce 


Dushore Sullivan 


34 Lehigh Valley Arts Council Allentown Lehigh 


35 Cultural Coalition of Allentown Allentown Lehigh 


36 Cedar Crest College Allentown Lehigh  


37 Catawissa Borough Catawissa  Columbia  


38 United Neighborhood Centers of 
NEPA 


Throop  Lackawanna  


39 Greater Easton Development 
Partnership  


Easton Northampton 


40 Community Strategies Group Bloomsburg Columbia  
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Brief community description.  


Altoona, PA, is located in scenic Central Pennsylvania, just off of Interstate-99.  Altoona has an abundant supply of year-
round recreational opportunities, a world-class university in Penn State Altoona, and is considered to be a premier 
shopping destination.  The business community is growing, and specifically small businesses and start-ups. There are 
excellent healthcare facilities and abundant, affordable housing.  


The mission of ArtsAltoona is to foster a thriving creative city by using the arts, education and culture to join with our 
neighbors in shaping our community’s future. Success is measured in the ways creative and educational interventions 
contribute toward community outcomes. We believe Altoona and Blair County can continue to evolve as a destination 
community for the arts and culture, enhancing economic development and strengthening our society by moving 
forward together. 


There is a very strong base of arts organizations in Altoona, including the Altoona Symphony Orchestra, Altoona 
Community Theatre, the Blair County Arts Foundation (owners of the historic Mishler Theater) and a branch of the 
Southern Alleghenies Museum of Art, among many other smaller art organizations. 


Arts Altoona’s partner for this project is the Altoona Blair County Development Corporation (ABCDcorp.org) 


Description of any existing cultural plans and/or experience implementing arts-based development strategies.  


ArtsAltoona is an emerging art organization, whose leadership has a long and productive history in the community.   
The overall vision of the organization is to be a catalyst for economic development in this rust belt community, and by 
extension, the region. This broad vision can be subdivided into separate themes and approaches: outlets and 
opportunities for artists; promoting and developing attractions and events for general resident and visiting audiences; 
providing arts in education opportunities in schools and community to ensure a next generation of creative thinkers; to 
use the arts to empower disenfranchised youth and young adults; providing a pathway for younger and often 
disadvantaged audiences to discover the beauty and dynamism of our legacy art organizations, and to provide new and 
creative spaces and ideas for the development of economic advance. 


We have four primary goals for the next four years.  


1) The organization has been gifted a commercial building in downtown Altoona for adaptive reuse, which will result in 
the creation of a community Studio Art Center. The art center will fulfill many functions, but at minimum serve as a 
location to bring together different audiences and diverse participants, many of whom rarely interact at present.   


Art centers with a primary focus on youth development and creative intervention to empower socio-economically 
disadvantaged youth are recognized by art advocates, philanthropic organizations, state agencies and communities as 
an effective approach to address local and youth needs. The focus of a center should be localized and draw on local 
support and resources through mutually beneficial partnerships. 


We are designing the art center from outside in.  This is a value of having a new center in a new age with new problems 
to overcome, and new artistic and technical resources to address them with.  We have been accepted into the 
AmeriCorps program with requests for two community outreach personnel which directly impact this.  One is a 
community educational coordinator and the other an urban planner/community development outreach resource, 
which will provide us an ability to assimilate our diverse communities’ needs into our final designs for the art center.  
By actively collaborating with community members to imagine and philosophically lead projects that build social 
capital, develop a sense of communal ownership over space, represent diversity, and empower people to make change 
in their city, we can best serve our population. Community ‘ownership’ of programming input is a fundamental value 
we wish to embrace. 


Initial conversations with key thought leaders and mentors such as Ann Benzel (BACF BOD), Pam Snyder Etters (ASO) 
and Barbara Hollander (SAMA) and diverse partners such as the Altoona Area School District, ABCD Corporation, and 
the Sustainability Institute at Penn State University, have led us in the direction of considering the possibility of small 
community art center annexes within our selected communities. These community-centered spaces will help to create 
local ownership of the processes and programs, create a community educational facility that is easily accessible, and 
with bilateral movement of participants will help to overcome real and perceived barriers for community artists and 
constituents to venture to downtown Altoona and the art center and vice versa.   Promoting and encouraging 







economic development through the arts requires cooperation and interaction across municipal boundaries, cultures, 
socio-economic strata and perhaps most importantly, perception. 


One link we can provide is through the ongoing development of our artist/creatives roster as part of our cultural asset 
mapping, a key function of any art center.  By encouraging local and regional artists to participate in our programming, 
and to participate as teachers and mentors to our local clients, they can act as known trailblazers and guides to the 
distinguished performing and visual arts organizations in the downtown area. 


We see the creation and development of local creative talent (that absolutely exists within these communities) as part 
of the roster building.  The development of new talent, the retention of existing, and the acquisition of outside 
creatives is another key function of Arts Altoona. 


2) An expansion of our ASAP (After School Arts Program) sessions. Classes take place at different locations throughout 
Altoona, and include collaborative activities with the public-school system and other nonprofit providers of after school 
programs, and nonprofits operating in low-income housing. Instruction is provided by trained art educators, the PCA 
Arts-in-Education programming via the Southern Alleghenies Museum of Art, and direct connection with local artists of 
a variety of disciplines.   


The current program is for students from the 7th through 9th grades, with expansion of classes and age groups to take 
place the fall of 2019. Our program works to mitigate the “afterschool gap, which is the 20-25 hours per week that 
children are out of school while most parents are at work, noting that teens who do not participate in afterschool 
programs are nearly three times more likely than participants to skip classes at school, use drugs, alcohol and 
cigarettes, and to engage in sexual activity.  


We actively seek new and innovative programming. Currently we are discussing the logistics of a combined off-site art-
reading program in collaboration with the Altoona Area School District. (The AASD supervisor Dr. Charles Prijatelj , is a 
member of the Arts Altoona BOD). This series of classes would utilize professionally certified junior and high school 
educators for reading and PCA A.I.E educators for art. One of our stated goals is to ensure the pool of high quality of 
educators is equalized across all communities. 


As previously discussed, remote program delivery at community partner locations (annexes) will be offered as well as 
ongoing classes at the art center itself.  The ability to have diverse communities intersect on a scheduled basis will 
facilitate opportunities for diverse students and community gather and participate in joint educational projects. It also 
provides for social interaction in a safe space.  


Engaging youth has a dual benefit that accompanies the educational value: it brings more adults into the picture.  
Research in civic engagement by the league of Women Voters indicated that the factor most likely to get people more 
involved in community affairs is helping to improve conditions for youth. “Issues related to children, including 
mentoring and coaching, and education are those most likely to mobilize the untapped reservoir of volunteers.” 


3) The long-term development of an urban artist/creative living community. Altoona has an extensive selection of 
potential, low-cost, minimal amenities, warehousing and other empty manufacturing facilities within walking distance 
of the downtown 11th / 12th avenue corridor. The proximity of a spirited, revitalized, ad hoc, creative working center 
such as you would find in more established creative districts and towns, would provide a mutually beneficial 
counterpart to the legacy art organizations. Creativity begets creativity.   


We have had encouraging talks with municipal, financial and development professionals to assist in such a program.  
The accompanying availability of low-cost housing can serve to create neighborhoods of artists and existing community 
dwellers, revitalizing the neighborhoods and creating a dynamic interaction between this creative area and the 
downtown. The economic possibilities are significant. This is a near-future project. 


4) Participation in the economic revival of downtown Altoona, and specifically in the development of Creativity Zone. 
Partnering with Penn State Altoona’s downtown presence, incoming businesses who have made a significant 
commitment to revitalizing the 11th/12th street corridor, we will operate as the local community’s connector, bringing a 
vitalization that only art, diversity, multiculturalism, and young energy can bring.  By creating an area that exists as an 
art and culture embedded society, we will be able to participate in making the city center an area that will attract the 
young creative professionals, jobs and businesses that the 21st century develops faster than any previous era. 
 







There has never been a more compelling time in history to find new ways of creating jobs in ways no one has ever 
thought of before. It happens every day, in every city, in every country, in the developed world.  There is absolutely no 
reason these transitions cannot happen in those areas most in need. This zone will collectively develop new means of 
solving problems, and help in reestablishing the vitality of the city and region.  


Description of successful community partnerships.  


ArtsAltoona has been partnering with a wide variety of local arts, culture, history and heritage-oriented organizations 
and individuals since its inception in 2017.  One example is our website calendar includes listings of local theater, 
symphony, chorale, music, and comedy performances among many other events. Similar events are highlighted on our 
Facebook page, and through our social media.  Our weekly e-newsletter includes to a link to the calendar, a listing of 
upcoming auditions and grant or vendor deadlines. The newsletter features interviews highlighting local artists or 
organizations.  Our You-Tube channel programming includes ArtsAltoona Talks which highlights local artists and art 
participants in a video interview format.  This content is also featured on a monthly radio talk show co-hosted by 
ArtsAltoona with a local radio personality. 


Description of community opportunity or challenge the organization would like to address through this initiative.   


Rural Pennsylvania is full of beauty and rich history, but areas such as Altoona/Blair County, are under-served in their 
access to cultural and aesthetic experiences, support for artistic endeavors of area residents, and conscious public 
attention paid to the cultural, natural and aesthetic environment in which we live. Art influences society by changing 
opinions, instilling values and translating experiences across space and time. Research has shown that art affects the 
fundamental sense of self. Painting, sculpture, music, literature and the other arts are often considered to be the 
repository of a society's collective memory. 


The Healthy Blair County Coalition rating statistics show Blair County overall health rankings as number 51 out of 67 
Pennsylvania counties.  This includes scores from graduation rates, college attendance, unemployment, crime and social 
associations.  Poverty rates for diverse races in Blair County averages over 50% and overall poverty rates for children are 
higher than both the median of Pennsylvania as well as nationally. In our local community, 12.7% of our youth are 
considered disconnected (young people between the ages of 16 and 24 who are not in school and not working). This is 
higher than both the Pennsylvania and national averages. (Measure of America of the Social Science Research Council, 2018) This 
statistic highlights both the need for early intervention in disadvantaged neighborhoods and the importance of programs 
that work to keep youth in schools and improving their results. Confidence and hope are critical at any age, in any 
circumstance. As ArtsAltoona strives to raise the inner profile of disadvantaged youth, its natural extension is to expand 
the ability of the students to imagine themselves in a more upwardly mobile life. 


Experience has taught us that support for art programs is often among the first to be cut due to funding issues, but we 
know that art education and creative events adds significant life value in communities with a high population of at-risk 
children and young adults as identified as disengaged in Blair County. When low-income communities make cuts to arts 
programming, this negatively adds to the overall community loss at a chance to rise out of poverty, resulting in 
communities turning to local charities and organizations to make up for that loss.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Peter Frantz 
Program Director 
Arts Altoona 
 
 
 











 


June 28, 2019 


Ms. Sarah Merritt 
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts 
216 Finance Building 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
 
Dear Ms. Merritt: 
 
On behalf of Explore Altoona, the officially designated Destination Marketing Organization for Blair 
County, as well as one of Arts Altoona’s Imagination Partners, we wish to express our support and 
endorsement for ArtsAltoona’s application for the Pennsylvania Creative Communities program. As Arts 
Altoona’s mission is “to foster a thriving, creative community and to enhance economic development 
through the arts, education and culture and help to evolve Blair County into a destination community for 
the arts and culture,” Explore Altoona believes it aligns with the Creative Communities Initiative’s goals. 
 
ArtsAltoona has developed a noteworthy reputation within a short period of time in strengthening our 
community through the diversity of the arts. In addition, the organization’s leadership team has cultivated 
strong community partnerships and continues to promote the unique identity of the Altoona/Blair County 
community. These strong efforts are among those goals which the Creative Communities Initiative has 
embraced and requires of its applicants. Arts Altoona’s leadership understands the connection between 
the concepts of enhancing the experience of arts and culture for not only the quality of life for local 
residents but also in communicating the authenticity of the experience for visitors to Blair County. This 
philosophy aligns itself with the mission of Explore Altoona which is “to market Greater Blair County as 
a premier visitor destination offering a positive experience and fostering economic development.” We 
believe that the potential award to ArtsAltoona would produce a strong return on investment in meeting 
the Initiative’s goals, as well as to enhancing both the missions of ArtsAltoona and Explore Altoona!    
 
According to DCED’s 2017 Annual Economic Impact Report, Blair County’s business community 
benefits from $358 million in travel spending annually which supports 2,796 jobs to some extent; this 
annual infusion of new dollars represents a 29% increase in travel spending over the past decade. These 
figures represent a continuing increase in the impact which travel spending has on the entire Alleghenies 
region as the Altoona destination evolves with continued tourism development and Explore Altoona’s 
expanded marketing opportunities. Blair County’s percentage of increase in travel spending has led the 
Alleghenies region over the past three consecutive years. We view Arts Altoona’s ongoing initiatives to 
be a contributing factor within Blair County’s visitor experience and Explore Altoona’s continuing 
marketing programs. 
 
Please contact me if you would value any additional information or clarification. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Mark Ickes 
Executive Director 
 
/mi 







    


 


 Pamela Snyder Etters 


Executive Director 


Altoona Symphony Orchestra 


1331 12th Avenue 


Suite 107 


Altoona, PA 16601 


814-943-2500 


Mr. Karl Blischke 


Pennsylvania Council on the Arts 


216 Finance Building 


Harrisburg, PA 17120 


Mr. Karl Blischke, 


The Altoona Symphony Orchestra recently celebrated its 90th Anniversary Season in 2018-19 making us one of the oldest 


continually operating community orchestras in the country. A local tradition upheld by business partners and patrons, the 


ASO is just one of many local non-profit arts organizations working together to enhance the cultural experience for our 


community. Through numerous performances, education & community outreach, and a newly formed youth orchestra, we 


are proud of the progress our community is making in embracing the arts. 


Recently, Arts Altoona has joined the fold and is aiding organizations like mine in filling the gaps left in a time of waning arts 


programming in our education system. They also serve to supplement the needs of a community riddled with disengaged 


citizens, particularly youth, with plans to develop an arts center and programming to better engage them in useful creative 


practices. By providing support to existing arts organizations, adding significant after school arts programming, envisioning a 


community where arts and culture are at the core of creating an economic strategy with local development partners, and 


providing support to the large pool of local and regional artists, Arts Altoona is seeking to provide a much needed economic 


boost to this rust-belt city using arts as the catalyst. These initiatives align greatly with the requirements of the Creative 


Communities Program, and Arts Altoona is equipped with the appropriate leadership and partnerships to generate positive 


results.  


This is a critical time in our local development and Arts Altoona is putting in a real grass-roots effort supported by many local 


public and private partners including the Altoona Symphony Orchestra. The community has begun to rally around local small 


business owners and has embraced a creative strategy to economic development that we believe will help Altoona flourish in 


years to come. While Arts Altoona is currently being supported through corporate partnership and private donors, I believe 


their efforts would greatly benefit from participation in this new program.  


This project deserves your full support, and I look forward to its successful implementation.  


Regards, 


 


 


 


Pamela J. Snyder Etters 


Executive Director, Altoona Symphony Orchestra 


Founder & Lead Artist, Murals Talk 


Board Member, Citizens for the Arts in Pennsylvania 


Board Member, Explore Altoona 


Committee Member, City of Altoona Beautification Committee 





		Coversheet ArtsAltoona

		ArtsAltoona LOI

		ABCD Letter of Support

		Explore Altoona Letter of Support

		ASO Letter of Support



		Organization:      ArtsAltoona 

		Address:    5508 6th Avenue, Rear

		City:     Altoona

		Zip Code: 16686

		Municipality: City of Altoona

		County: Blair

		Phone: 814-207-7004

		Website: www.artsaltoona.org

		FEIN: 82-2077015

		Contact Name: Peter Frantz

		Contact Title: Program Director

		Contact Phone: 814-931-1430

		Contact Email: pfrantz@artsaltoona.org

		Organization Type: [501(c)3]

		Local Governement Resolution Acknowledgment: Yes








PCA Creative Communities 
Letter of Interest Coversheet 


Lead Applicant Information 


Organization: _________________________________________________________ 


Address: _____________________________________________________________ 


City: __________________________________ Zip Code: ______________________ 


Municipality: ________________________ County: __________________________ 


Phone: ___________________________ 


Website: _____________________________________________________________ 


FEIN: ____________________________ 


Contact Name: ________________________________________________________ 


Contact Title: _________________________________________________________ 


Contact Phone: _______________________________________________________ 


Contact Email: ________________________________________________________ 


Organization Type:


By checking the box, you are indicating acknowledgment of and intention to 
comply with the local government resolution requirement, if your community 
is selected to participate in the Creative Communities Pilot Program. (See 
full application guidelines for more information on this requirement.)







South Scranton Narrative 


 


South Scranton is an historic neighborhood that gave rise to the city of Scranton, 


once a vibrant hub of industry, businesses and cultures but suffered the effects of 


deindustrialization leaving the community feeling its best years remained in the 19th 


century.  For many decades it carried a reputation of being "a bad section." But the 


narrative has changed. Under the leadership of United Neighborhood Centers of 


Northeastern, Pennsylvania (UNC), The South Side Revitalization Program was born in 


2009 as a resident-driven neighborhood initiative to improve the lives of families in a 


thirty-block area of South Scranton with a particular focus on the Cedar Ave. corridor. 


We worked to revitalize this historic neighborhood by creating a safe, flourishing hub of 


mixed-use development, organizing community events, and providing services to new 


business and residents and leveraged private and public funding through Pennsylvania 


Department of Community and Economic Development, Wells Fargo Foundation, a 


Neighborhood Partnership Program grant and others to construct affordable housing, 


rehabilitate old buildings, provide transitional services to new immigrants, and guide 


resident-driven community building initiatives.   


  Additionally the Iron Furnaces Associates, the non-profit wing of the state 


Anthracite Heritage Museum, created two major festivals at the Scranton Iron Furnaces, 


owned Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, and which lies along main 


South Side corridor. The Arts on Fire Festival in June showcases the regions industrial 


arts through iron casting and other industrial arts and Bonfire at the Iron Furnaces that 


celebrates cultural identity. These events that engaged the community and led to more 


events at the site such as weddings and inspired the idea of an Iron Arts District (now 


Cedar Iron District) that would help economic and community development.   


  The South Side Revitalization program has sustained itself and now falls under 


the UNC Office of Community Education and Revitalization which is located within the 


South Side community, funded in large part by Wells Fargo Regional Foundation a 


Neighborhood Partnership Program with PNC Bank, Peoples Security Bank and Trust 


and Pennsylvania Power and Light. Our program has a track record of improving the 


community’s physical appearance, economic vitality, and social connections, as well as 


building the community’s appreciation of diversity. A lively South Side Farmer's Market 


is held every Saturday that brings over 300 shoppers each week, a youth camp was 


started at nearby Connor’s Park as well as a Welcoming Scranton event aiming to 


connect newer immigrants with the more established groups in the neighborhood, which 


won a Pennsylvania Downtown Center Award for Community Marketing of Special 


Events in 2019.  In 2018, we provided adult Education to 430 students from 54 


countries, speaking 17 languages. Our Immigrant Leadership and Education Program 


(iLead) began in 2018 and offers Community Leadership and Entrepreneurship 


Classes. 


 But there is still much work to be done as the Cedar Iron District and the 


neighborhood is still considered a lower economic area. South Side ranks number two 


in Lackawanna County for the highest number of youth in the Office of Youth and 


Family Services (OYFS). Many blighted and empty storefronts are found along the 


Cedar Ave. corridor. South Scranton Intermediate School demographics have shifted 


from a predominantly white Euro-centric ethnicity to seeing a larger African American 


and Hispanic populations. There exists some tension between older neighborhood 


groups and the newer populations so more programs are needed to build bridges 







between people. Single mothers are the biggest client of United Neighborhood Centers 


and a group that would benefit greatly from neighborhood art focused activities. Senior 


citizen isolation is an issue across Lackawanna County   


 With both the challenges and opportunities in mind UNC and the Lackawanna 


County Arts and Culture Department are joining forces. The Creative Communities 


multi-year grant would help us leverage resources to increase momentum and create 


sustainable models of action connected to our goals. We would work with other 


organizations, artists, businesses and non-profits to an impactful program. Additional 


partners and collaborates would include, but are not limited to: The Anthracite Museum 


and Iron Furnaces Associates, South Side Business Alliance, Friends of Connor’s Park, 


Jeff D’Angelo Art Studio, Penn State Extension’s Scranton Launchbox, The Scranton 


Fringe Festival, Scranton StorySlam, The Black Scranton Project, Everhart Museum, 


Lackawanna County Immigrant Inclusion Committee, other Lackawanna County 


departments such as Area on Aging, Economic Development and Planning, Office of 


Youth and Family Services, The University of Scranton and Bogart Court Artist 


boutiques.  


 Three strategic plans have been developed for the neighborhood to date: The 


original Elm Street plan created by the Elm Street board and UNC, a plan for 


development of the Iron District and Furnaces by DX Dempsey Architecture and ARTS 


Quest Consulting and a plan implemented by the Scranton Sewer Authority and the 


Lackawanna Conversation to address storm water issues. Grant funding over the four 


year period would be used to initiate projects that would help in a cohesive revitalization 


of the neighborhood through the arts including residents, landlords, civic groups, 


schools and artists would be part of all planning. A list of potential advisory board 


members has been created. The following are some objective with strategies: 


 


Increase public art: 


 Development of the banner flag project connecting Cedar Iron District to 


downtown with flag banners along Cedar and Pittston Avenues in South Side and 


connecting them to where Cedar Avenue connects to downtown Scranton.  


 Large Scale Murals. One idea is to have a mural at the entrance of South Side 


that would have the word welcome in many languages. 


 Mini Mural Map. 10-12 mini murals (2’ X 2’) on walls around South Side that 


invites the public to explore the neighborhood through following a map to find 


these murals. 


 


Increase art activities within the neighborhood: 


 Feature music at the South Side Farmer's Music to increase participation. 


 Add art focused activities at Summer in the Park in Connor’s Park – which serves 


as a summer camp for underserved children in the neighborhood. We will bring in 


artists to provide an interactive arts and community building activities. 


 Create an Art in the Neighborhood program working with local businesses and 


residents develop art experiences along Cedar. We would work with the 


community to develop ideas: ex. a Second Saturday event, Art in the laundromat 


etc. 


 


Continue rebranding of lower South Side as Cedar Iron District: 


 Connect better to downtown Scranton. 







 Offer South Side’s Cedar Iron District as an affordable place for artists to live and 


work in a culturally diverse and vibrant community.  


 Explore Culture Tourist opportunities with the Lackawanna County Convention 


and Visitor's Bureau for Scranton Iron Furnace Festivals. 


 Work with landlords on activating their vacant spaces with arts. This would help 


with the image of South Side. 


 Partner with the local mom and pop shops to help them market themselves as 


part of the identity of the Cedar Iron District. 


 


Initiate artist driven solutions for green initiatives: 


 Create rain barrels as recommended by the Scranton Sewer Authority. Artists 


can be brought in to create artistic rain barrels with the community. 


 Look to build street furniture that would encourage walking and healthy activities 


including the production of artist designed bike racks.  


 Work with environmental and planning groups to identify other areas where 


artists could connect to environmental issues in the neighborhood.  


 


 UNC and the Lackawanna County Arts and Culture Department have the 


capacity and skill sets to develop effective programs to reach goals of economic  


UNC is a non-profit organization with a 96 year history of assessing and meeting the 


needs of low-income families, youth and senior citizens in Northeast Pennsylvania and 


providing people with the tools necessary to integrate into the community and attain 


self-sufficiency. The Lackawanna County Arts and Culture Department has been in 


existence since 2004, funded by a tax for the purpose of enriching the county through 


arts and culture. The department oversees grant programs, develops community 


events, organizes workshops and technical assistance for artists, facilitates partnerships 


and recently has implemented several new strategies to increase Diversity, equity and 


inclusion and recently received a National Association of Counties Achievement Award 


in the category of Arts, Culture and Historic Preservation for their cross-collaborative 


ARTS Engage! Task Force which brings together diverse county departments, arts 


groups and social service agencies utilizing arts for social change.  With these two 


strong community partners leading this project, funding received from the Creative 


Communities grant would be used effectively in both economic and community 


development that would build on success to date in the Cedar Iron District to create 


sustainable, impactful and meaningful change to a neighborhood that is rebuilding itself. 







      June 23, 2019  


 


To Whom It May Concern:  


 


Please consider this letter a declaration of support from the Scranton Fringe Festival for the 


United Neighborhood Center’s grant application. I am glad that Scranton Fringe is partnering 


with UNC and the Lackawanna County Arts and Culture Department in this area and I urge you 


to give this application for the Creative Communities Initiative the utmost consideration.  


 


Scranton Fringe is an arts-based non-profit organization with a mission of providing a bold and 


engaging artistic platform with minimal risk for artists and audiences. Fringe has served tens of 


thousands in this region for over four years, during the main festival as well as year round 


community events including concerts, StorySlams, lectures, and workshops. We are proud to be 


a catalyst for both engaging, accessible creative works and a major economic driver for the 


greater Scranton region. Fringe has been able to produce and co-present innovative artistic works 


by facilitating collaborative partnerships across our community and by ensuring often unheard 


voices (e.g. the dynamic LGBTQ+ population) have a creative platform. As an artistic partner 


within this proposal, the entire team at Scranton Fringe is excited about the opportunities we can 


help create and the benefits this grant can bring our diverse community.  


  


On a personal note, my family business was in what is now called the Iron District of Scranton 


for over 70 years and I can attest to the development that has reshaped that area under the 


guidance of the United Neighborhood Center. Fringe firmly believes in and supports the strong 


cultural heart of Scranton, and I think that partnerships like these are one of the best ways to help 


serve the needs of the community. I welcome any questions you may have and thank you for 


your time and consideration.  


 


 


Sincerely,   


 


 


 


Elizabeth Bohan 


Co-Founder and Managing Director 


Scranton Fringe Festival 


scrantonfringe.org  







22ND DISTRICT


JOHN P. BLAKE


D SENATEBOX2O3O22
THE STATE CAPITOL


HARRISBURG. PA 17120-3022
717-787.6481


FAX: 717-703-5198


9 OPPENHEIM BUILDING
409 LACKAWANNA AVE.. SUITE 210


SCRANTON, PA 10503
570-207-2881


FAX: 570-207.2897


senatorb[ake@pasenate corn
www.sanatorblake.com


c


(nuCU9


4


COMMITTEES


FINANCE. DEMOCRATIC CHAIR


LOCAL GOVERNMENT, DEMOCRATIC
CHAIR


AGRICULTURE AND RURAL AFFAIRS


APPROPRIATIONS


COMMUNITY. ECONOMIC AND
RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT


URBAN AFFAIRS AND HOUSING


VETERANS AFFAIRS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS


POLICY


LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMISSION


PA HIGHER EDUCATION ASSISTANCE
AGENCY


PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYEES’
RETIREMENT SYSTEM


June 27, 2019


Ms. Sarah Merritt
Director
Pennsylvania Creative
216 Finance Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120


Dear Ms. Merritt


Communities


Please accept this correspondence as my formal support for the grant application submitted by Lackawanna
County to the Creative Communities Initiative to continue the revitalization of South Scranton.


South Scranton is an historic neighborhood in our region that has seen a significant increase in activity, arts
and culture in recent years. The South Side Revitalization Program began ten years ago underthe leadership
of United Neighborhood Centers (UNC) of Northeastern Pennsylvania who is now joining forces with the
Lackawanna County Arts and Culture Department to further the rehabilitation efforts. This funding would
allow Lackawanna County and UNC to integrate more public art into the community; increase the presence
of art and music at the South Side Farmer’s Market and community parks; develop artist driven solutions
for green initiatives; and continue to rebrand the lower South Side as a culturally diverse, vibrant and
creative community known as the Cedar Iron District. I do not hesitate to support this request.


Thank you in advance for your consideration of this important finding request. If you have any further
questions regarding the project, please do not hesitate to contact my office. With kind, personal regards, I
am


John P. Blake
Senate of Pennsylvania
22 District


‘cnatt uf rnung1uania


Very truly yours,









		Coversheet UNC of NEPA

		South Scranton Narrative_LOI Creative Communities

		Support Letter from  Scranton Fringe

		Support Letter from the Office of Senator Blake

		Support Letter from Scranton City Council



		Organization: United Neighborhood Centers of NEPA

		Address: 777 Keystone Industrial Park Road

		City: Throop

		Zip Code: PA

		Municipality: Throop Borough

		County: Lackawanna

		Phone: 570-346-6203

		Website: www.uncnepa.org

		FEIN: 240795389

		Contact Name: Christina Manuel

		Contact Title: South Side Revitalization Manager

		Contact Phone: 570-346-6203

		Contact Email: cmanuel@uncnepa.org

		Organization Type: [501(c)3]

		Local Governement Resolution Acknowledgment: Yes




































 


Berwick Theater and Center for Community Arts, Inc. is a charitable organization incorporated 
in the state of Pennsylvania and recognized by the Internal Revenue Service under Section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent 
permitted by law. Our federal tax identification number is 47-1959473. 


 
 
June 28, 2019 
 
Sarah Merritt 
Director of Pennsylvania Creative Communities 
216 Finance Building 
Harrisburg, PA  17120 
 
 
Re:  Pennsylvania Council on the Arts’ Creative Communities Pilot Initiative 
 
Dear Ms. Merritt, 
 
I am writing in support of the grant application by Community Strategies Group. 
The Berwick Theater has been serving our area for over 100 years. Originally 
an opera house, movie operations have continued for over 70 years. Becoming 
a non-profit organization in 2014, the BTCCA endeavors to provide affordable 
family entertainment to the residents of Berwick and the surrounding area as 
well as establish a vibrant community hub capable of hosting art groups and 
programs, non-profits and musicians as well as space for festivals and special 
events.  
 
Being the recipient of this year’s Berwick Health and Wellness Innovation and 
Collaboration Grant, we are able to fulfill our goal of building a professional 
stage for live performances and create collaborative opportunities for local 
talent and organizations. The BTCCA shares Community Strategies Group’s 
vision of revitalizing our area and supporting our community and the arts on 
every level.   
 
Thank you for considering this great opportunity.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Laura Knorr 
Executive Director 


 
Board of 
Directors 


Susan Cragle, 
President 


Wade Perry,        
Vice President 


Cynthia Lombard 
Treasurer 


Ginny Crake 


Jocelyn Getty 


Kim Jo Hess 


Judy Micheletti 


Marcie Snyder 


Brandy Wright 


Elizabeth Wright 


Laura Knorr, 
Executive Director 


 
  
 
 
 B.T.C.C.A. 


110 E. Front St. 
Berwick, Pa. 18603 


570.752.9070 
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By checking the box, you are indicating acknowledgment of and intention to 
comply with the local government resolution requirement, if your community 
is selected to participate in the Creative Communities Pilot Program. (See 
full application guidelines for more information on this requirement.) 


Letter of Interest (LOI) Submission Instructions: LOI deadline, Fnday, June 28, 2019. LO ls must be submitted via email to 
RA-OAcreativepa@pa.gov. 


a. Completed coversheet form wlh aeknowledgment of and intention to comply with lhe local gcwemment resolution requirement, if your commu
nity is selected to participate in the Creative Communities Pilot Program. 


b. Narrative (3 pages max.) 
Brief community description. 
OescnpUon or any existing cultural plans and/Or expenence 1mplementmg arts-based development strategies 
Description of successful communtty partnerships. 
Description or community opportunity or challenge the organization would liKe to address through mis program. 


c. 3 Letters or Support (local government, planning, convention and vis tors bureau (CVB), business improvment district (BID), chamber of com
merce, local arts organization, etc.) 
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