
ALIGNING POETRY OUT LOUD WITH THE COMMON CORE STANDARDS
Ken Bolinsky 09/24/2012

There are no natural alignments between the Common Core ELA Standards and the “contest” 
aspects of POL because the Common Core Standards (CCS) do not address memorization or 
recitation or, for that matter, poetry: It will be up to those teachers who use POL as a teaching 
tool or who adapt its instructional modalities to their classroom practice to determine where 
their lesson plans align with the CCS.

The CCS documents begin with a set of “Anchor Standards” – overarching statements of the 
general concepts – and then present more focused statements for each grade level. Each Anchor 
and Standard set is grouped into sub-categories (Italicized headings).

The three  Anchor Standards that connect to POL are “Speaking and Listening,” “Reading” and 
“Language.”

Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening (SL.9-10, SL.12-11)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate.

NOTE: This Anchor is intended to describe a student speaking extemporaneously – specifically about 
matching the “style” of the language used to the content of the speech and the audience demographic. 
The connection to POL is a tenuous one, but SL6 is the only current CCS that deals with the “style” of 
the spoken word. Hopefully the up-coming Core Arts Theatre Standards will address performance.

Anchor Standards for Reading (RL.9-10, RL.11-12)

Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas.
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.

Craft and Structure

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, 
and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of 
the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.



Anchor Standards for Reading, cont'd.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and 
quantitatively, as well as in words.
8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the 
reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 
compare the approaches the authors take.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

Anchor Standards for Language (L.9-10, L.11-12)

Knowledge of Language

3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make 
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using 
context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference 
materials, as appropriate.
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings.

The following pages list those portions of the aforementioned current Common Core 
Standards that can be addressed when creating lessons involving Poetry Out Loud.



Common Core Standards for Speaking and Listening, Grades 9-10

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

SL.9-10.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate. (Connects with L.9-10.3)

Common Core Standards for Speaking and Listening, Grades 11-12

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

SL.11-12.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate. (Connects with L.11-12.3)

Common Core Standards for Reading, Grades 9-10

Key Ideas and Details

RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the 
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; 
provide an objective summary of the text.

Craft and Structure

RL.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal 
or informal tone).

RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it 
(e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as 
mystery, tension, or surprise.

RL.9-10.6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature 
from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

RL.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the 
high end of the range.
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, 
at the high end of the grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently.



Common Core Standards for Reading, Grades 11 - 12

Key Ideas and Details

RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain.

RL.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning 
and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, 
engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.)

RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., 
the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) 
contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.

RL.11-12.6. Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly 
stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RL.11-12.7. Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live 
production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the 
source text. (Include at least one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

RL.11-12.10. By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at 
the high end of the range.
By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, 
at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Common Core Standards for Language, Grades 9-10

Knowledge of Language

L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to 
make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or 
listening.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based 
on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

• Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

• Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of 
speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).

• Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), 
both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise 



meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.
• Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the 

inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 

meanings.
• Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in the 

text.
• Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.

Common Core Standards for Language, Grades 11-12

Knowledge of Language

L.11-12.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to 
make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or 
listening.

• Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for guidance as 
needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when reading.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

L.11-12.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

• Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

• Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of 
speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).

• Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), 
both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise 
meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage.

• Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the 
inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

L.11-12.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings.

• Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in the 
text.

• Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.


